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RECOMMENDATION. 


T 


HE following Pagts, written 'by an 
humble and zealous Follower of Jeſus 
Chriſt, hold out the evangelical Truths and 
Doctrines of che everlaſting Goſpel, which 
are able to make us wiſe unto Salvation, in a 


plain, but faithful, practical, and inſtructive 
Manner; ſo that he who runs may read, and 


he who readeth may underſtand. 
The pious Author (who 1s only a Lady" 8 
Coachman) deſirous of telling others what 


Sod has done for his Soul, ſpeaks the Lan- 
- guage of Chriſtian Experience, and delcribes 
in the Words of ſacred Inſpiration, the Lov- 
ing-Kindneſs of the Lord to them that fear 
him, and urges the Neceſſity of Goſpel-Ho- 
lineſs, in Torens the moſt ſcriptural and 


erſuaſive; while he endeavours to alarm 
the Careleſs, awaken the Drowzy, and rouze 
the carnally ſecure Profeſſor, he adminiſte:s 


the Balm of Conſolation to the wounded 
Soul, and teaches the weak and trembling 


lever to be ſtrong in the Lord, and re- 


joice in the God of his Salvation : May a 
divine Bleſſing accompany the Peruſal of 


this Treatiſe to ever 


: Re der's Heart! 
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| TO THE 
R EADE mM 
OF THE 


SPIRITUAL INSTRUCTOR: 


ROM this ſmall Treatiſe, Reader, learn _ 
Truth, 
Religion is the ſafeſt Guide in Vouth, 
But ſtill remember (as theſe Pages ſhew), 
Tis not a mere Profeſſion that will do; 
A Man of Words and not of Deeds, muſt be 
A Hypocrite, with all his Sanctity; 
From ſuch a one, Good Lord! deliver me. 


{Ras each Profeſſor, then, n Delay, 
Search his own Heart and ſee what evil Way 
There is within him, and by fervent Prayer, 
Beg to be guarded from each guileful Snare, 
Which Sin, the World, or Satan may invent, 
To keep his Soul with preſent Frames content, 


May God Almighty every Reader bleſs 
With real Grace and Jeſu's Righteouſneſs; 
O may he ſhare on Earth his matchleſs Love, 
And ſing his Praiſe in bliſsful Realms above. 


June 5, 1780, Ss G. W. 


rec k. 


| READER, 
TH TS little Pampblet is deſigned to (and 


God grant it may) ſtir thee up to a Senſe 
of thy Danger, while thou remaineſt a Stranger 


to that deplorable and ruined Eſtate thou art 


in, by the Fall of our Firſt Parent, Adam, 
which, if thou art ignorant of, thou muſt of 


Conſequence be ignatant of Salvation by Chriſt. 


7 


The following Pages contain plain Arguments, 


drawn chiefly from the Oracles of Truth, o 
prove the Neceſſity of the New Birth, without 


which, thou art an undone Man or Woman ta 
all Eternity. T hey ſhew from Scripture Evi- 
dence, and my own perſonal Experience, that 
both the open and profane Sinner, as well as 
the more decent, that is, the PHaRisEe, thoſe 
whited Walls, muſt be made Partakers of a 
better Rightecuſneſs than that of their own, 
even the Righteouſneſs of the ever adorable 
Feſus, or they cannot be ſaved. They afford a 


Word of Comfort alſo to penitent, conſcious Sin- 


ners, ſhowing them, both from Scripture and 
the Writings of good Men, that God will caſt 


none out that are enabled to come unto bim, 
through 
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X through Jeſus, the Friend of Sinners, for Life 
and Salvation: He will not break theſe Bruiſed 
Z Reeds, nor quench the Smoaking Flax; no, the 


** enkindling of their Deſires he will blow up into 
4 Flame of divine Love; Chriſt ſhall raiſe them 
5p to the ſenſible Enjoyment of himſelf, to the 
= certain Evidence of their Salvation, baptizing 


| 4 them with the Holy Gbeſt; and enable them to 
7 rejoice in the Glory of God, 
—_ From hence, I have taken an Opportunity to 


oe, that from God's Love to Man, manifeſt- 
ed by Chriſt Feſus, ariſeth all true Devotion; 
thus it is evident, that true Chriſtian Morality * 
is founded in the Love of God : We obey him, 
becauſe we love him; and we love him, be- 
cauſe he firſt loved us; and without this Love 
of God, all our Devotions are no better than 
Shadow without Subſtance, but as conſcious 
penitent Sinners, who are brought to Sinai, 
cannot, while under the Workings of their 
doubtful Minds, feel their Devotions ſpring 
from Love, let them conſider, that it is the 
Love of God manifeſted to their Souts, through 
Chrift, that bas brought them thus far; it is 
from the Father, who is thus drawing and diſ- 
paſing them for an Union with himſelf, through 
his well beloved Son. And hence let them take © 
Encouragement , for as theſe Deſires, and 
Breathings after him, and an Hatred to Sin, 
are born in them by the Power of the Holy 
'* Ghoſt, God will and doth approve his own 
» K -” A 3 ä 
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Work, and is well pleaſed with the coming Sin- 
ner, and he will ſconer or later give him the 


full Evidence of his Salvation in Chriſt Jeſus. 


And it is principally to theſe J earneſtly, in va- 
rious Pages of this little Piece, adareſs myſelf, 
and not to theſe only, but to the whole fallen | 


Race of Adam. 


May the Lord make theſe few Hints, con- 
tained in the following Sheets, inſtrumental to 
the Converſion of poor Sinners from the Error 
of their Ways, turning them from the Power 
of Sin and Satan unto God; tranſlating them 
from the Kingdom of Darkneſs into the King- 
dom of his dear Son, and alſo, to the ſtrengtb- 
ening of ſome downcaſt Saints of God, and 1 
Have all I deſire; my End in Writing w:ll then 
be fully anſwered, 26s God glorified, in and by 
Chriſt Jeſus; to whom with the Father and 
the Holy Gheſ?, be Glory given, by all Creatures, 
Warld without End, Amen, 


Thy Servant for Chriſt's Sake, 


New Broad Street. J. RALLING, 


Spirit ©, 


_ Lonnons December 4, 1773. 


tea SISTER, 


GREEABLE to my Promile, I ſend 


A you a Book of Meditations, written 
| by that great and eminent Chriſtian, 


the late Reverend Mr James Hervey; and I 


humbly pray the Lord to give you Grace 


and Ability to make a good Uſe of them: 
Oh! ſcek the Pearl of great Price, making 
it your chief and daily Study, earneſtly to 
purſue the Things which belong to your 
everlaſting Peace, leſt they ſhould be for 
ever hidden from your Eyes *, 

You ſay, that you do not neglect your 


Church, but attend on Public Ordiaanckes — 


for which I commend you, but alas! true 


Religion doth not conſiſt in external Duties 


only, but it is an internal Principle, it is the 
Power of God brought into the Soul, by a 
true evangelical Faith that worketh by Love, 
and wrought in the Heart by the bleſſed 


_ 5 Many 
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Luke x. 42. | 
> Obſerve, a Man or Woman may be conſtant, res 
gular, and uniform in Attendance on the public Ser- 
vices of God's Houſe, and ſtill be ignorant of true 
| Piety and the Love of God in the Heart, 
Rom. x. 10. 
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Many unconverted Perſons who make a 


Profeſſion, (as many do for worldly or ſiniſter 
Ends) may think that they believe in Jeſus 
Chriſt, for Man is perfect in his own Ways, 
Zill bis Iniquity is found out *, and they may 
ſatisfy themſelves in a Round of Duties, 
making more haſte than good Speed, and 
think all is well; but alas! this is no more, 
in God's Account, than as ſounding Braſs, or 
a tinkling Cymbal , tor before a Man or Wo- 
man is convinced of Sin, and their Eyes 
opened by Divine Grace, to experience their 
loſt and undone State by Nature, and are 
made to taſte the Gall and Bitterneſs there 
is in Sin, they cannot cry out for pardoning 
Mercy. I refer you to the xxxviii“ P/alm, 
alſo to the vii“ Chapter of Romans, and the 
11* Chapter of Lamentations. 

Let me earneſtly beg of you, dear Siſter, 


as you wiſh to be ſaved from the Wrath to 


come, to try the State of your precious and 
immortal Soul by the Standard of Truth, 
for every convinced Sinner has ſome expe- 
' rimental Knowledge of the Truths contain- 


ed in the ſacred Scriptures, one of which is, 


that we are fallen from God, having loſt 
his Image, and are deſtitute of every Thing 


that is truly good, conſidered in ourſelves, 


we are without the Life of God, and are in 


A Oy Sleep, that i Is, a Sleep of Death f. 
This 


I" — on 


« Ezek, xxviii. 15. Gen. iii. * Eph, v. * 
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This ought to ſtir us up to Diligence, in 


| ſeeking the Favour of God, in and through 


Jeſus Chriſt, who is the only Hope let before 
us in the Goſpel s. Jeſus Chriſt is the Way, 


the Truth, and the Life ".— For there is none 


other Name under Heaven given among Men 
whereby we muſt be ſaved *.—All the Promiſes 
of God in him are yea, and in him amen 

A Man, who has committed Robbery or 
Murder, is condemned to ſuffer Death, by 
the Laws of the Land, and uſt ſuffer, ex- 
cept the King's free Pardon ſaves him. 


When the Noblemen and common People 


in the North rebelled againſt his late Majeſty, 


King George the Second, thoſe who were taken 


of them, and condemned to a temporal 
Death, if theſe had been permitted to have 
ſeen his Majeſty to ſue for their Lives, what 
Cries and Lamentations would they not have 
made.for the Accompliſhment of the Mercy 
off-red, as knowing, they had no other Plea 
to uſe, but his Majeſty's free Clemency to- 


wards them How would theſe have ago- 
nized and prayed, and, if it were poſſible, 


wept Oceans of Tears, and ſweat Drops of 


Blood, and thus have continued their Im- 


portunity Day and Night, and never have 
given over their Suit, whilſt there remained 
to them the leaſt Shadow of Hope that they 

AS ſhould 
£ 1 Tim. i. 1. > John xiv. 6. 
Acts iv. 12. * 20 kd 
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ſhould obtain their Pardon, and be once 
more reſtored to the King's Favour |! 


Such Humility and Penitence, I would 


fincerely recommend to my dear Siſter, and 
to the whole ruined Race of Mankind; but, 
at the ſame Time, we ſhould have a ſpecial 
Eye to the Lamb of God!, looking unto 


Jeſus”, and pleading nothing but his all- 


atoning Blood for the Pardon of our Sins, 
the Divine Agency of his Spirit to ſanctify 


us, and his Righteouſneſs to juſtify us *. 


For he muſt and will have all the Glory of 
our Salvation: There are no Perſons upon 
Earth that have any Thing, confidered in 
themſelves, that is truly good; the greateſt 
Miniſter or Preacher in the World is no- 
thing by Nature but ſinful Duſt and Aſhes“. 


T have often looked and hoped in hem 
to my unſpeakable Sorrow, (neither will any 


that know themſelves be offended at this 
Expreſſion) zherefore put not your Truſt in 
Princes, nor in the Son of Man, in whom 
there is no Help. here is neither Greek nor 
Jew, Circumciſion nor Uncircumciſion, Barba- 
Tian, Scylbian, Bond nor Free, but Chriſt is all, 
and in all%,—] was looking at vile and abo- 
minable Idols, and truſting in a Refuge of 
Lies, tor upwards of fifteen Years, labouring 

as 


John i. 29. m Heb. xii. 2. 
» Rom. v. 9. 0 Gen, xviii 27, 
? Pſalm cxlvi. g. 3 Col, iii. 11. 
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as in the very Fire to eſtabliſh a Righteouf- 
neſs of my own, either in whole or in part, 
pleading the Merit of my own Works, when 
] ought rather to have prayed for the For- 
giveneſs of the Sins of my beſt Duties, and 
to be accepted only in the Beloved*. For if 
God was to add Judgment to the Line, and 
Righteouſneſs to the Plummet, and try me 
by his pure and holy Law, even the eff 


Works or Duties that ever I did would fend | 
me into everlaſting Perdition : And let me | 
tell you, it will fave you much Trouble and 
Sorrow, to be inſtructed in, (that you may | 
both know and prize) the only ſcriptural | 
Way of attaining Salvation, through Jeſus 
Chriſt. | 
God knows that J have nothing in View | 
in publiſhing this Letter to the World, but | 
his Glory, and the Good of his People, an 
3 that thoſe who are not his People may be 
brought to know the Fruth as it is in Jeſus“. 
Z Therefore, to borrow the Thoughts of an | 
a excellent Author, which are, I judge, full of 


Love and Tenderneſs, Who has any Bowels 
of Pity? Who has any Sentiments of 
„ Compaſſion? Who has any tender Con- 
„ cern for his Fellow- Creatures? Who? 
» jn God's Name, and for Chriſt's Sake, 


* 


. 
ot 


73 | 7 . : 
let him ſhow it, by warning every Man, 
g and beſeechingevery Man, to ſeek the Lord 
| | « while 


e + Eph, i. 6. 
t Eph. iv. 21. Hol. ii. 23. 
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«© while he may be found; to throw down 


e the Arms of Rebellion, before the Act of 


0 Indemnity expires; ſubmiſſively to adore 
e the Lamb, while he holds out the golden 
« Scepter: Here let us act the friendly Part 
c to Mankind: Here let the whole Source 
& of our Benevolence exert itſelf, in exhort- 
« ingRelations, Acquaintances, Neighbours, 
« and whomſoever we may probably influ- 
« ence, to take the Wings of Faith unfeign- 


ed, of Repentance undelayed, and flee 
« away from the Wrath to come !.“ 
But to return; the Holy Scripture in- 


forms me, that we are all guilty by Nature 
of the higheſt Acts of Treaſon and Rebel- 
lion againſt the Kino of Kings, the Sove- 


reign Lord of Heaven and Earth, for there 


is no Difference“. Bur, bleſſed be God, we 
have ten thouſand Times the Advantage of 
the angelic Rebels, for they had no Mercy 


offered them, but our gracious God holds 
out the golden Scepter, calls and invites 


poor Sinners, in the molt pathetic and com- 


paſſionate Language that can be expreſſed, 


ſaying, Come unto me all ye that labour, and 
are heavy laden, and I wall give you Reſt *, and 


- declares by his holy Apuſtles, St Paul and 
St Peter, that he would have all Men to be 


ſaved, and come unto the Knowledge of the 


Truth . Loc unto me, and be ye ſaved, all 
the 


— 


1 2 s Meditations among the Tombs, | 
n Gen, iii. Rom. iii. 22. 
* Matt, xi, 28. Y Tim. ii. 4. 2 Pet. iii: 9. 
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the Ends of the Earth a. Turn ye, turn ye, for 
T have no Pleaſure in the Death of him that 
dieth, ſaith the Lord God“ and then con- 
firms all by his moſt ſacred and ſolemn Oath 
As I live, ſaith the Lord God, I have no Plea- 
ſure in the Death of the Wicked*, Theſe 
- Scriptures plainiy ſhow, there is nothing 
| but our own Obſtinacy and Unbelief that 


can poſſibly ruin us. 8 
| Oh! that the Lord may bleſs theſe Truths | 
> to my dear Siſter, and all that read them, and | 
- cauſe them to penetrate their Hearts, and i 
. © raiſe ſuch Convictions, that they, by Divine 
5 Grace, may be enabled to flee to Jeſus from | 
the Wrath to come: For fallen Man, by |} 
Nature, has neither Will nor Power to re- | 
> '% turn to his Maker; nor can he work out his | 
> ..» own Salvation. It is as eaſy for me to go 
f ZZ: into the Churchyard, and raiſe a dead Corple, þ 
7 or pluck every Star from the Heavens, as 
3 27 to give myſelf ſaving Faith, and make my- | 
ſelf a true Chriſtian; without the Agency 
q of the Holy Ghoſt, all that I have or ſhall 
„ ay will do you no good, that is, it will not 
{ > convert your Soul, (the Thing which I moſt 
| > earneſtly deſire) but if God ſhould bleſs it 
1 do this End, give him all the Glory, and let 
2 dhe poor unworthy Author have a Share in 
your Prayers: I am nothing, and leſs than 
/ MM nothing; 
; 4 | z Iſa. xklv. 22. Ezek. xviii. 32. 


d Ezek, xxxiii. 11. 


( 14 ) | 


nothing; ' worſe than nothing; by Nature 


unclean, unclean ® _ 


Our Strength is perfect Weakneſs, 
And all we have is Sin; 
Our Hearts are all Uncleanneſs, 
A Den of Thieves within. 


Men have an unſ peakable Privilege, by the 
glorious News of a Saviour, 1n the precious 
Goſpel; 


© Lev. xiii. 45. Is it not ſurpriſing to think that 
rebellious Man, who 1s fallen from God, and botn 
like the wild Aſs's Colt, 7ob xi. 12. can imagine that 
he has any Goodneſs in himſelf, to recommend him 
to his Maker, when St Paul, who was one of the 


1 that ever lived, confeſſeth him- 


elf a wretched Man, the Chief of Sinners, Rom. vii. 
24.—1 Tm. 1.15. and put all his Hope and Truſt in 
' Jeſus Chriſt for Salvation? And the great evange- 

- lical Prophet, I/azah, who has delivered his Senti- 
ments with ſuch Perfection and Beauty, declares, that 
his own, and his Brethren's Righteouſneſs, was but as 
filthy Rags, 1/a. lxiv. 6. and 7ob, that excellent Pat- 
tern of Piety and Benevolence, who was ſo exceed- 
ingly favoured by the Almighty, that there was none 
like him upon Earth, for Uprightneſs and Perfection, 
confeſſes his Vileneſs, abhors himſelf, and repents in 
Duſt and Aſhes, 7ob xlii. 6. 55 | 
What greater Truths and Examples can we wiſh or 
deſire, to mortify the curſed Pride of the Phariſee 


from our Breaſts, and humble us to the greateſt 
Abaſement, cauſing us to confeſs and lament our 


Mretchedneſs, from a Sight and Senſe that we are 
loſt and undone Sinners by Nature, and can plead 
Nothing that is acceptable with God, but the Blood 
and Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, for our Acceptance 
and Salvation? 5 


NIE 


| (15) 
Goſp el; but the Devils have no Hope 
— rejects and refuſes the gracious Call, 


and is his own Deſtroyer “. 
There is a Sort of People i in the World 


who think God is all Mercy, and theſe ſelf- 


deluded H ypocrites, generally, paſs by, un- 
noticed, every other Divine Attribute of 
Deity; and for this Reaſon, becauſe they 
love to indulge themſelves in Sin; but the 
pure and holy God cannot ſhow IAercy to 
any one rational Creature upon Earth, but 
in a Way that is ſtrictly conſiſtent with his 
Juſtice*. There cannot be a greater Incon- 
ſiſtency than to collect a few Texts of Scrip- 


ture, or take a Part of the Bible that ſuits 


our Taſte and Humour, diſregarding the 


XZ — Reſt of the ſacred Writings; every Man 


ought to read and ſtudy the ſacred Volume 


throughout, and compare Scripture with 
Scripture, as knowing that he muſt ſhortly 


be tried for an Eternity of Happineſs or 


Miſery by its Contents. 


There is but one Way that we can have 


any Hopes of obtaining Mercy and F orgive- 


neſs from God, which the Scripture directs 
us to, and that is, by getting an Intereſt in 


ae 


made it honourable, and has ſatisfied the ; 


Juftice of God for us, by his own moſt pre- 
cious Blood; in whom Mercy and Truth met 


— 5 


i. Se. et 


d Prov. i. 24. Iſa. Ixv. 12. 


e A God all Mercy 1 is a God unjuſt, Dr Youns, 


(16 
together, * Righteouſneſs and Peace kiſſed each 
other ©; even Jeſus, the poor Sinner's beſt 
Friend, Advocate, and Redeemer. 

God is Love . — His Mercy is great above 
the Heavens. And his tender Mercies are 
over all his Works': And though it is ut- 
terly impoſſible for one Divine Attribute to 
act in Oppoſition to another; yet notwith- 
ſtanding the Mercy and Goodneſs of the 
Lord to them that believe, he is, and ever 
will be, a conſuming Fire to every final Im- 

| Penitent*®; for out of Cbriſt, God cannot 
ſhow Mercy'. And when I conſider his 
"Juſtice on this Side of the Queſtion, I ſhould 
not chooſe to anſwer any Cavillers, or Gain- 
ſayers, any farther than in the Words of the 
holy Apoſtle, St Paul, Nay, but, O Man, who 
art thou that replieft 2gainff God”? 

A Man, who is dangerouſly ill, may have 
his Phyſician preſcribe a Medicine, that will, 
if taken, infallibly cure him, but he is ob- 
ftinate, and refuſeth to take it, hence he is 
the Cauſe of his own temporal Death: And 
it will hold good in Spirituals; for the Lan- 
guage of Man's Heart is, We will not bave 
bis Man 10 reign over us. Ze do always re- 


Alt 


© 


=" 18 Plalm bexxv. 10. _ E 1 John iv. 8. 5 3 
X God will be juſtly merciful, and mereifully juſt, I 
45 *o the utter Confuſion of Unbelievers, and the un- 1 


ſpeakable Comfort of his own People. Exod. xx. 5, 6. 
1 Heb. xii. 29, * Rom, ix, 20, Luke xix. 14. 


1 


74 ft the Holy Gbeſt Man cannot cure, but 


he may poi ſon himſelf. Chriſt declared that 
he would have gathered the Children of Je- 
ruſalem together, as a Hen doth her Chick- 
ens under her Wings, but they would not ?, 
— God has manured his barren F ig- Trees 


for many Years, and ſtill they bear no Fruit“. 


— Man hides his Talent in the Earth, and 
makes no ule of it .— It is not the Will of 
God that One of theſe little Ones ſhould pe- 
riſh*. Therefore, if I have Salvation by 

eſus Chriſt, it is a gracious and free Gift, 


and all my Thanks and Praiſe muſt be to 


the Giver; and if I have not, I muſt lay the 
Blame on myſelf, and ſo muſt every Man 
that is finally loſt : God forbid that we ſhould * 


lay, that the Way of the Lord is not equal. 


You know, Siſter, that the-Proverb ſays, 
Speak Tell of the Bridge that carries you ſafe 
over, and give every one his juſt Due of Me- 
Tit ?; now if the World uſeth ſuch Language 
to their Benefa@ors, ſhould not the Children 
of God declare the Loving-Kindneſs of the 
Lord? But how ſhall I find Words to ex- 


preſs myſelf? He has plucked me as a Brand 


out of the Fire, and loaded "— Bleſs- 
ings 


* 


o Acts vii. 51. „Matt. xxiii. 37. 

1 Luke xiii 7, 8. | T Matt, xxv, 25. 

Matt. xviii 14. 
t Merit here refers only to the View of, and re- 
ſpecting our Fellow-Creatures, for in the Sight of God 
we are utterly deſtitute of any, and muſt ever ſtand 


ſell. condemned beſore him on account of Sin, 


9 


: Gold of my Salvation y. I will greatly rejoice 


„„ 
ings out of Number; and aſſures me, in his 
ſacred Word of Truth, that he will never 
leave me, nor forſake me, - but give me an 
eternal Crown of Glory”. For this unſpeak- 
able Grace and Mercy, my Soul praiſe the 
Lord, and every Faculty I have, bleſs his 
holy Name. Who can forbear crying out, 
Grace, Grace * 

The triumphant Language of God's Ser- 
vants is, Although the Fig-Tree ſhall not blof- 
ſom, neither ſhall Fruit be in the Vine; the La- Jef 
bour of the Olive ſhall fail, and the Fields ſhall 
yield no Meat; the Flock ſhall be cut off from 
the Fold, and there ſhall be no Herd in the Stalls: 
Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the 


£223] 
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in the Lord, my Scul ſhall be joyful in my God, 
for be bath clothed me with the Garments of 
Salvation; he hath covered me with the Robe 
of Righteouſneſs *.—T here is none like unto the 
God of Feſhurun*.—Therefore praiſe him in 
his Name JA H; and rejoice before bim“. 


Man 
u Heb. xiii. 5. vw Rev. ii 10. 
iv. 7. 7 Ha. ii. 17, 18. 
2 Ila. Ixi. 10. 2 Deut. xxxIIIi 20, 


d Pſalm lxvili. 4. 15 

Now methinks my dear Siſter begins to be in Love 
with Religion, as it plainly appears from Scripture, 
that nothing elie can make her truly happy in Time 
and Eternity; yet you mult know, that whilſt we are 
at Home in the Body, we are abſent from the Lord, 2 Cor, 
v. 6,—For we walk by Faith, and not by Sight, _m_ A 

| | * 
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Man has no Knowledge who is appointed } 
to Salvation, or who is not, any more than | 
he knows how many Days he ſhall live upon 
the Earth; it is a ſecret Thing, and ſecret | 
Things belong only to the Lord our Code. There- | 
fore we are to obey our bleſſed Lord's Com- 
mand, and declare his glorious Goſpel to 
—* every Creature", And he that believeth the 

glad Tidings, and is baptized, ſhall certainly 
be ſaved; and he that continues in his Im- 
pPegnitency and Unbelief, rejecting the Sa- | 
= viour,vainly thinking he has ſomething good | 
in himſelf to recommend him to God, will | 
> as certainly be damned*, i 

God created Man pure and holy, without h 
the leaſt Spot of Sin; and forbad him but 
one Thing in the World, and that upon the 
Pain of eternal Death f; but he foon dil- 
obeyed God, and brought a Curſe upon him- 
ſelf and all his Poſterity; for this Caule, the 


whole Race of Mankind are condemned to 
. a tem- f 


ry © 


2 uh 
* 


And there is no Man bleſſed with fo great a Faith, 
but he has ſome Unbelief mixed with 1t, and cannot- 
always rejoice in the Lord; for God hides himſelf 
ſometimes to make us cry the more- earneſtly after 
him. It is neceſſary that the Sun ſhould ſometimes. 
be under a Cloud, in order that the Earth may be- 1 
come cool, to receive the refreſhing Showers. 1 
Were we to be always on he les we ſhould 
be apt to grow proud, and our Souls would not thrive 
ſo well; therefore, we muſt be kept humble at the 
Foot of the Croſs. 8 
Dent. in, 20 d Mark xvi. 13. 
© Mark xvi, 16. Gen. ii. 17. 


* 
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a temporal, and, except they repent, to eter- 


nal Death, by the righteous Judge of Heaven 
and E. arth; for by Adam's Fall Death came 
into the World, and paſſed on all Men, for 
that all have ſinned; and there would have 
been no Mercy ſhown to Rebel-Man, if God 
had not freely given his own Son in the Pro- 
miſe, who, in the Fulneſs of Time, took 
upon him our Nature, and became our Me- 


diator and Surety, to fulfil the Law of God 


in our Room and Stead s. 

The firſt Leſſon we are _ in the 
School of Chriſt is Conviction of Sind. The 
Lord the Spirit opens the Eyes of our Un- 
derſtanding by Divine Grace, and makes us 
ſenſible that we are loſt and undone Sinners 
by Nature. Before we feel Sin, and are led 
to fee the deſperate Pollution of our Na- 
tures, that we are from Head to Foot no- 
thing but Wounds, Bruiſes, and putrifying 
Sores, we will not ſubmit to be ſaved from 
-_* our Sins by Chriſt alone; for the Whole 


need not a Phyſician, ſays our bleſſed and 


unerring Teacher l. But when Divine Con- 
victions pierce our Hearts, and the Arrows 


of the Almighty ſtick faſt therein, as it was 


with David“, then we ſhall cry mightily to 
God Day and Night for Pardon and Peace ; 
we ſhall be filled with Anguiſh of Soul, and 
un, as St Paul docs in the ſeventh Chap- 

ter 
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8 * =, 21. * John xvi. 8. 
4 Matt. ix. 12. * Plalm xxxviii 3. 
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ter to the Romans, who cried, in the Bitter- - 


neſs of his Soul, Yhat I hate, that do J. 
You will pleaſe to underſtand, Siſter, that 


the ceremonial Law is for ever abrogated ;— 


old Things are paſt away, and we are to ſerve 
in newnels of Spirit, and not in the oldneſs 
of the Letter!. But the moral Law, or Ten 


Commandments, are to be obſerved and kept 


as much as poſſibly we can”: But we muſt 
not think to be juſtified in the Sight of God 
by our own Works®, as the greater Part of 
our Preachers tell us. 
Didſt thou in Prayer employ the Morning Light, 
In Tears and Groans the Watches of the Night; 
| Paſs thy whole Life in cloſe Devotion o'er; 
Tis nothing to the Law, ſtill craving more. 
N 5 1 Goſpel Sonnets. 
And it is a Thing greatly to be lamented, 
that there are but few, very few indeed, that 


ſincerely preach the Truth as it is in Jeſus, 
Now if the Trumpet gives an uncertain Sound, 


who ſhall prepare himſelf for the Battle“? 
They will tell you to do this, and that, and 
the other you muſt leave undone; and if your 
Commiſſions and Omiſſions are rather over- 


balanced by pious Acts, then you ſhall be juſ- 


tified in the Sight of God, and rewarded with 


everlaſting Salvation. What wretched Logic 
and Sophiſtry is this ! perverting the Truth 


to 


——_—_— > 
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I Rom. vii. 6. „ Matt. xxii. 37, 39. 
Heb. vii. 19. 21 Cor. xiv. 8. 
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to the very utmoſt ; for if you believe their 
Doctrine, you are to go to Heaven with a 
patched- up Righteouſneſs of your own, but 
of the Devil's contriving : Woe unto them, 
for they preach not the Goſpelꝰ. They either 
mix Faith and Works, or elſe do not men- 
tion the precious Grace of Faith, and the 
Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, which is all 
our Hope 7. Jeſus Chriſt's active and paſ- 
five Obedience is the only Foundation for 
poor Sinners to build on, in Time and Eter- 
nity, neither can there be any other laid*. 

You are not to regard, Siſter, what any 
mortal Man ſays, any further than they ſpeak 
agreeably to the Holy Scriptures; that-ſa- 
cred Volume, the Bible, ought to be our 
. only Rule and Guide, for it is that Divine _ 
Book we ſhall all ſhortly be judged by, and 
ſhall ſtand or fall eternally by its Contents: 
It is expreſsly declared, by an unerring 
Teacher, that we are juſtifed by Faith, by 
believing in God manifeſt in the Fleſb, and 
having his Righteouſneſs imputed to us. 
See the great and glorious Works done by 
Faith, Heb. xi. They ſtopped the Mouths of 
Lions, quenched the Violence of Fire, and put 
to light whole Armies of Men ; all Things 4 
= are pon ble to them that believe *. Abraham . 
mw Zclicved in the Lord, and be counted it to him 7 


1 Cor, ix. 16. 1.1, 
1 Cor. iii. 11. 1 Nen v. 1. 


Mark i IX. 23. 


F 


_—_ TT: 
a. Rig bteouſneſs . And if thou canſt Zelieve, 
There is nothing ſo valuable as this ſpecial 
Gift of Faith*. This is the Victory that over- 
cometh the World, even our Faith?, For 
#2 when our Faith is ſound, all is ſafe : Becauſe 
this precious Grace of Faith? unites us to 
Chriſt, renews our Hearts and Natures; and 
pPyit is communicated to us the perfect Righ- 
teouſneſs of GOD-Man as our Juſtification 
with God: And we are united to him by 
Faith, through the Agency of the Holy 
"Ghoſt, as the Branches are to the Vine. This 


can ſave our Souls, except you can produce 
a new Bible; and this Religion we muſt 
have, or periſh eternally . 
Gen. . v John xi. 40. 
* Wild. iii. 14. I John v. 4. 
1 2 I make no Doubt but the talking ſo much of Faith, 
and of believing in Chriſt, will be called Tautology 
by a great many Profeſſors, becauſe they think they 
do already believe, and that their good Works make 
them complete Chriſtians; but if you examine into, 


' 8%, 4 
Re, 


and try their Faith by the Word of God, you will 
find that they have only an human ſpeculative Faith 
in their Heads, and no Divine Faith in their Hearts; 


whereas the former will ſerve only as a Lantern to 
light them to Hell, (ſaith one of our firſt Reformers) 
for the Devils believe and tremble, James ii. 19. and 
ff you do not cry to God to give you a better Faith 
than the Devils have, you will tremble too, and pe- 
fiſh eternally with thoſe accurſed Fiends, | 


John iii. 5, Chap. viii, 24. 2Peter ii. 4, 


bon thalt ſee (by Faith) 4% Glory of Cod“, 


* is true Religion, and there is no other that 
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I do not doubt but theſe Lines will make 
my dear Siſter ſorrowful, and I kumbly pray 
to God that they may, for we muſt be made 
ſorrowful after a godly Manner, for godly Sorrow 


worketh Repentance to Salvation, not to be re- 
pented of; but the Sorrow of the World work- 


eth Death ®. We muſt be made to feel the 
Power of Sin and Unbelief in us, before we 
can be made true Chriſtians, or find real 


Pleaſure and Joy in Religion. Bleſſed are 


they that mourn, for they all be comforted*. 
ine own Wickedneſs ſhall correct thee, and 


thy Backſlidings ſhall reprove tee; know there- 


: fore, 


© Þ The Sorrow of the World worketh Death, 2 Cor. vii. 10, 


When this Text of Scripture has come into my Mind, 


dear Siſter, I cannot but ſay I have thought of you 
with no {mall concern, for I have heard you often 
complain, what a Deal of Trouble you have, which 
has no Tendency to benefit the Soul ; but to the con- 
trary, it helps forward the Ruin of that precious 
Jewel. St Paul, when he found a lively Faith and 
godly Sorrow in the Corinthians, greatly rejoiced, 
becauſe he knew that it was wrought in them by the 
Divine Spirit, and would end in their eternal Salva- 
tion, Sorrow that ariſeth from worldly Conſiderations 
tends greatly to the Soul's Hurt; but golly Sorrow, 
which worketh true Repentance, is a ſpecial Gift of God: 


This Conflict will end, in God's appointed Time, in 
Joy and Peace, and prepare the Soul for eternal Fe- ” 


licity in the World to come: But if we have more 
Sorrow for the Loſs of temporal and periſhable Goods 
than for our Sins, and the Salvation of our Souls, it 

roveik that our Hearts are ſull of Idols; and this 


7 


and Soul, 


© Matt. v. 4. 


es worketh ſpiritual and eternal Death, both to Body 5 
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„„ WE 
fore, and ſee, that it is an EVIL Thing and 
BITTER, that thou haſt forſaken the Lord 
thy God, and that my Fear ts not in thee, ſaith 
the Lord God of Hoſts*, God kills, and then 
makes alive*®. He maketh ſore, and bindeth 
up: He woundeth, and bis Hands make whole*. 
He brings his People through the Fire of 
Afiction*, And when He hath proved 
them, they come forth as Gold. | 

If you, Siſter, are not enabled, by the 
Power of Divine Grace, to deſire Jeſus 
Chriſt, and hrs Salvation, above all Things, 
you will never come to the /aving Knowledge 
of either; nay, it is a Thing impoſſible, 
becauſe inconſiſtent to Scripture as Light is 
to Darkneſs, we mult hate and forſake all 
tor Jeſus Chriſt, and his Salvation“: That 
is, Chriſt muſt have the greateſt Love; al- 
ways the Pre-eminence in our Hearts, The 
great Apoſtle, St Paul, looked on all the 
Liniverſe could give as Droſs, in compariſon 
of his bleſſed Maſter, Jeſus Chriſt . And 
every one that has his mental Eyes opened 
with the precious Eye-Salve of Grace, is 
of the Apoſtle's Mind, Oh! what a fad 
Thing it is to be lukewarm and indifferent 


about 
Jer. ii. 19. © Deut. xxxii. 39, 
job v.18. 5 Zech. X11. . 
h Job xxiii. 10. i Luke xiv, 26. 


* Phil, iti, 8. I Rev. iii. 18. 


CELY 


about Matters of the greateſt Moment and 
Importance; ſuch Profeſſors are fo odious 


to Chriſt, that he even threatens to ſpue 
them out of his Mouth . 

Thoſe holy Men, who are ſet for our r Pat- 
tern and Imitation, in the {acred Scriptures, 
declare their Love and Affection in ſuch a 
Manner, that it is our higheſt Privilege, as 
well as Duty, carefully to follow their Ex- 
ample: Read with Attention the following 
Scriptures, which expreſs their fervent De- 
res after Jeſus Chriſt : Vom have I in Hea- 
ven but thee ® and there is none upon Earth 


that I deſire befides thee . — By Night on my 


Bed I ſought him whom my Soul loveth o. — As 
the Hart panteth after the Water-Brooks, fo 
panteth my Soul after thee, O God. — My Soul 
Ihirſteth for God, for the living God”. The 
Deſire of our Soul is to thy Name, and to the 
Remembrance of thee. With my Soul have I 
deſired thee in the Night; yea, with my Spirit 
within-me will I ſeek thee early, 

Any Man or Woman, who deſires to be 


faithful to themſelves in the great Things 


'of Eternity, may know the State of their 
Souls, and how they ſtand God-ward, by 
theſe Lines of ſacred Writ, becauſe they ex- 


Preſs the very Breathings of the Children of 
God, 


„ — — 


Rev. iii. 16. » Pſalm n 
o Cant. iii. 1. ? Pſalm xlii. 1, 2, 
2 lia. xxvi. 8, 9. | 
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God. 1 in all paſt Ages of the World, and are 
the ſame with the Exgerience of every Saint, 
at this very Day, in their Degree and Mea- 
ſure; and you may take it for a certain 
Truth, Siſter, he that thinks he has Reli- 
gion enough to ſave him, and deſires no 
more, has none at all: You know that the 
new-born Infant cries, and ſo it is with the 
ſpiritual Child, born of God: And the 
3 Belie ver upon Earth is of the holy 
Apoſtle's Mind, and labours to preſs toward 
the Mark, for the Prize of the high can of 
God in Chriſt Feſus *. 
To conclude : I pray and beſeech you to 
take the Advice of our bleſſed and unerring 
Teacher, to /earch the Scriptures*, The No- 
bla and Great made it their Employ daily*. 
And let me beſeech you to copy after them; 
making the Scriptures your daily Study and 
Meditation: Bleſſed is the People that know 
be joyful Sound. — The better you — 
the more will you deſire to hear it “. 
: 'Dear 


. 


7 Philip iii. 14. John v. 30 
oi u Plalm lxxxix. 15; 


It behoves all Parents to teach and inſtruct their 
Children in the Doctrine of Original Sin, as diſplay- 
ed in the Fall of dam. Our Church declares, in 
22 her ninth Article, That every Perſon born into the EE oe. 
J World deſerveth God's Wrath and Damnation; 
therefore they ought to labour to convince them that 

J Hie, are loſt Sinners by Nature, and cannot do any 

9 3 2 | Thing 


(28). 
Dear Siſter, I am well aſſured, except the 
Lord accompany theſe Lines to your Soul 
with his Divine Bleſſing, they will be uſe— 
leſs and unprofitable to you, for we can- 
not underſtand ſpiritual and heavenly 8 
Things, except it be given us from Heaven. 
We are all by Nature the Children of Wrath), 
aſleep, and dead in Sin; therefore the Apo!- 
tle bids us awake, and Chriſt will give us 
Light*. The Lord of his infinite Mercy 
and Grace raiſe you from your Death f. 
Sin, to a Life of Righteouſneſs and new 
Obedience | 5 N 
I cannot but think you deſire the Hap- 
pineſs of your Soul in Time, and Eter- 4 
nity, now be aſſured there is no other Way 
to have its Happineſs ſecured, but by get- MR þ 
ting an Intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt; you may 8 
as well hope to ſatisfy your Hunger with i 


the Wind, as expect to find ſolid Comfort | a 
1 and Satisfaction in earthly Poſſeſſions; the h. 
: Things of this World promiſe us Happineſs, 7 | 
but always deceive us; it is even as oben th 
a hungry Man dreameth, and behold, he eateth;, th 
5 but th 
Thing that is good or pleaſing to God, till they re- fly 
ceive Grace and Power from Jeſus Chriſt. The Tree h 
muſt be made good before it can produce good Fruit; .* 
we cannot gather Grapes of Fhorns, or Figs of Thiſtles, 
Matt. vii. 16. TT =— 
x John iii. 27, Y Eph, ii, 3. : 
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1 Eph, V. 14. 
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| but be awaketh, and his Soul is empty; or as 


when a thirſty Man dreameth, and behold, he 
drinketh ; but he awaketh, and behold, be is 


faint, and his Soul hath Appetite*, The wiſe 


Man compares Mirth and Jollity to the 
ſenſeleſs Noiſe of Thorns burning and crack- 


lg in the Fire, which quickly are conſumed 


into Alhes* — Ariſe ye, and depart ; for this 
is not your Reſt; becauſe it is polluted ©, When 
the rich Man in the Goſpel had acquired 
Abundance of Riches, and promiſed him- 
ſelf many Years of Happineſs, God ſaid unto 


Vim, Thou Fool, this Night thy Soul ſhall be re- 


quired of thee*®, The "To of Money is the 
Root of all Evil*; and avaritious Stomachs 
can never be ſatisfied ; the Serpent's Seed 
pants after the Duſt of the Earth*, but Chriſt's 
Sced pants after Faith and Holineſs, | 

The Things of this World are Shadows 


and Trifles, and thoſe only are truly rich that 
have that Faith that worketh by Love: Pho? / 

* 1 know that many. Men have a Notion, if 
they can but amaſs a great Store of Riches, ' 
then they ſhall be undeniably happy; but 
4 they are trequentiy miſtaken, not conſider- 
ing that Riches make themſelves * and 

1h away as an Eagle toward Heaven ?. Alas! 


E what are Tnouſands of Gold aad Silver to 


B 3 Mäaortals 
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2 Iſa xxix. 8. d Eccleſ. vii. 6. 
© Micah ii. 10. 4 Luke xii. 20. 
1 Tim. vi. 10. Amos ii. 7. 8 Prov. xxiii. 5, 
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Mortals that are but of a momentary Exiſt- 
_ ence, and not ſure of enjoying them one 


my Wiſdom, my ——_—, and my 


for that Meat which endureth to everlaſting 


think that you are talking of Riddles and 
Abſurdities: Yea, the Word of Truth de- 


Chriſt: If you miſs your Deſires in other 


"2 
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Minute after another; I would look upon 
them with as much Indifference as on the 
Leaves of the Trees that cover the Surface 
of the Earth, in the Time of Autumn, when 
compared with the having Jeſus Chrift for 


All®. 1 
[ hope, Siſter, that you will not miſunder- 
ſtand me, and think that I want you to neg- | 
lect your meceſſary Buſineſs, quite the re- 
verſe; but I would have you to mind the One 
Thing needful, giving it the Preference, both 2 
in Time and in your Affections; ; thus labour 


Life. But to teach this to a carnal mind- 
ed, natural Man, is ſomething like reaſoning 
with a Brute®, or to buffer the Air; he will 


clares, they are Fooliſoneſs unto him; neither +} * 
can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually = 0 
diſc erncs *. | 4 " 
IOW abſolutely neceſſary, then, is Jeſus 3 9 
Chriſt to the Soul! Bread and Water, Breath ® 6 
fe 


and Life, are not ſo neceſſary; One Ting 8 
is needful n, and that One Thing is Jeſus 1d 


ee. 


1 | * 1 3 
1 Cor. i. 30. Col. ii. 10. = 
i John vi. 27. k Job xi. 12. 'F 


+ Nor. ll. 14. m Luke x. 42. 
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Things, you may yet be happy; but if you 
miſs Jeſus Chriſt, you are undone, and that 
for ever; your precious and immortal Soul 
muſt periſh eternally. 
«© The Support of Commerce, and the 
„ Succeſs of Armies, though extremely 
« weighty Affairs, yet, if laid in the Balance 
0 againſt the Salvation of a Soul, are lighter 
« than the downy Feather poiſed againſt 
Talents of Gold: To ſave a Navy i from 
« Shipwreck, or a Kingdom from Slavery, 
« are Deliverances of the moſt momentous 
% Nature, which the Tranſactions of Mor- 
& tality can admit: But, Oh! how they 
* ſhrink into an inconliderable Trifle (if 
their Aſpect upon Immortality be forgot) 
« when they are ſet in Competition with 
« the Delivery of a ſingle Soul from the 
* Anguiſh and Horrors of a diſtreſſed Eter- 
* nie 
Gedlineſs, with Contentment, is great Gain®. 


Nou if you deſire to be rich, ſeek this Wiſ- 
dom from above. Imagine to yourſelf a car- 


nal Man poſſeſſed of Mountains of Gold and 
Silver, and Rocks of Diamonds, and to this, 
= vaſt immeaſurable Tract of Land, the moſt 
fertile and belt in the World, bringing in 
2 ſuch a Burden every Year chat the Owner 
can ſcarce get Labourers to reap it, and 
B 4 bring 
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bring it into his Barns; for all this he is 
worſe than a Beggar, in compariſon to One 
that has Jeſus Chriſt for his Friend ; ſuch a 
One that poſſeſſeth him, poſſeſſeth all Things; 
for he 1s Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's . 

Here are rue Riches deſcribed ; and tho? 
the fooliſh and ignorant World ſlight and 
undervalue Jeſus Chriſt, and his glorious 
Goſpel, he is ten thouſand Times more 
worth ſeeking after than all the Silver or 


Gold in the World ; get but his Favour, 


my dear Siſter, and you are made happy for 
ever; butif you mils of it, you will be eter- 


nally undone ; there is nothing elſe that can 


profit you any Thing, at the Hour of Death, 
and Day of Judgment, but Chriſt Jeſus ; 
then flight not this precious Pearl, who 1s 
the chiefeſt amongſt ten Thouſand, and alto- 


_ gether lovely”, 


We muſt make uſe of the Means, and la- 
bout to believe, for he Lord will be enquired 
of, to do it for uss. Aſk in the Name of 
Jeſus Chriſt, nothing doubting *. For God 
has joined the Means and End together : 
Af, and it ſhall be given you; ſeek, and ye 
ſhall find; knock, and it ſhall be opened unto 
you", If we aſk, feek, and knock in a right 
Manner, we ſhall be ſure of Succeſs; but we 


muſt 


nnn. 


q 1 Cor. 111. 23. r Cant. v. 10. 
Ezek. xxxvi. 37, * Matt xxi. 22, 
u Matt. vii. 7. | 
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muſt a/# in Faith", Prayer, Reading, and 
Medication mult be diligently attended to; 

for if we are not in earneſt, we ſhall never 
receive the Bleſſing of the Lord: @ double- 
minded Man is unſtable in all his Ways. Our 
bleſſed Lord makes the Compariſon between 
ungodly Parents and their Offsprings ; for 
if they know how to give good Things to their 
Children, how much more ſhall our heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that aſk 


him*? And if we are not relieved at the 


firſt, ſecond, or third Time of aſking, we 
mult continue our Importunity?, and never 
give over our Suit, till we are relieved ; for 


the Lord may, for wiſe and juſt Reaſons, be 


pleaſed to make us wait long, yea, even to 


the lateſt Hour, before he thinks fit to re- 


veal himſelf to us: But the ſure and infal- 
lible Word, which cannot be broken, de- 
clares, that thoſe who wait on the Lord /ball 
not be aſbamed®; A 

A Man, who is obſtinate, and refuſeth to 
take any $ Suſtenance. mult conſequently die; 
if the Huſbandman will not plough and ſow 
his Land, it is very unreaſonable for him to 


expect a Crop of Corn; and it may not be 


amiſs to receive Inſtruction from the Huſ- 


bandman, for the Attainment of ſpiritual 


Bleſſings : Sew 0 yourſelves in Righteouſneſs ; 
B 5 W  "m_ 


1 


* * Luke xi. 13. 
Y Luke xi. 8. 2 la, xlix. 23, 


iy 


reap in Mer; ; break up your fallow Ground 
for it is Time to ſeek the Lord, till he come and 
rain Righteouſneſs upon you. Strive, wrel- 
| tlein Prayer; cry mightily to God for Faith 
| in his dear Son; for no Man is crowned, ex- 
cept be firive lawfully® ; and ſpiritual Bleſs- 
ings are to be had no other Way, but by the 
Hand of Faith and Prayer: The Work that 
is required of us is to believe on him whons 
the Father hath ſent *. He that believeth in 
Jeſus Chriſt, by that Faith which the Scrip- 
ture requireth, ou? of bis Belly ſhall flow Ri- 
wers of living Water, ſpringing up into everlaſt- 
ing Life“. | 
| bee He that believeth notis Gd already *. 
4 Though ever ſo civilized or refined m1 his 
% outward Converſation, he lieth under a 
« Sentence of Death, and is the Object of 
« Divine Wrath, which not only will viſit 
« him, but abideth on him; ſo that where- 
% ever he may be, whatever he may do, the 
<«< Diſpleaſure of the tremendous Jerovan 
« hangs over him likea moſt dreadiul Sword, 
de which, if he dies in ſuch a Condition, will 
6 inevitably fall upon him, and cut him in 
« Pieces eternally,” 
This Note makes me tremble, to think 
of the whited Hypocrite, and fſelt-righteous 
EN. | 


a Halſea x. 2. 2 Tim. ii. 5. 
John vi. 29. John vii. 38. Ch. iv. 14. 
John iii. 18. Hervey's Dialogues, p. 283, 


* 


* 
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Here I thought, my dear Siſter, to have 
concluded my Letter; but as it is your Sal- 
vation I earnz[tly deſire and pray for, I know 
not how to leave off, fearing left ſome Words 
ſhould be omitted, which might make it ma- 
nifeſt that I have nothing in view in writing 
ZZ to you, but the Salvation of your never-dy- 
ing. precious, and immortal Soul, 

You have heard how God bleſſed one Ser- 
mon of the Apoſtle Peter's; and it was the 
Means of converting three Thouſand Souls. 

] want to make you believe that you are a 
loſt and undone Sinner, which in Truth we 
all are; and that there is a perfect Saviour, 
"Z and a full Salvation, freely offered to you in 
the Goſpel, Feſus Chriſt came into the World 
= to ſave Sinners* ; and every one who is truly 
= convinced of his Need of Jeſus, will gladly 
embrace the News and the Saviour too. 
Were] poſſeſſed of the moral Righteouſ- 
neſs of all the Saints that ever lived, or ſhall 
exiſt, I would put no Truſt in it, in point 
of Juſtification before God, no more than 1 
| would 


———˖ 


8 Matt. xv. 24. 

Our good Works do not juſtify us in the Sight of 
9 God, either in whole or in part; for Job was the ho- 

"= lieſt and moſt upright Man upon Earth, and he de- 

1 clared, If I juſtify myfelf, mine own Mouth will condemn 

nne, Jobix. 20. and this the following Texts of Scrip- 

ture very plainly prove, Rom. iii. 20, 28. Chap. v. 1. 

6 Tit. iii. 7. Gal. ii. 16. 1 Cor. vi. 11. The Maftal 
Law is to be obſerved as a Rule of Life; yet when 
| £ we 


. 
would hope to have my Health and Life 
ſupported by the Suſtenance that is eaten. 
and received by my Fellow-Creatures. If 
I had all the Sins laid to my Charge, that 
have been committed by every Man, ſince 
the Creation of the World, and was enabled 
to believe in our great God and Saviour, 
they would be no more for him to pardon 


and forgive, than it would be for a Furnace 
| 0 


we have kept its Precepts as much as we can, {in as 
much as we cannot give it perfeft Obedience) we are 
unprofitable Servants; we mult be dependent on the 
Righteouſneſs and Blood of Chriſt alone for Juſtifi- 
cation; for he will be a whole Saviour, or none at 
-all: Yet we are commanded to make uſe of every 
Opportunity to do good Works; Put them in Mind to 
be ready to every good Work, Tit iii. 1. In all Things 
ſhowing thyſelf a Pattern of good Works, Tit. ii. 7 Charge 
them that are rich in tis World, that they do good, that they 
be rich in good Works, 1 Tim. vi. 17, 18. Therefore let 
us daily obſerve and obey the Word of God, and 
upon every Occaſion be ready to do good Works: 
Loet us feed the Hungry, and clothe the Naked, com- 
fort the Afflicted, and endeavour to reclaim thoſe that 
are under the Power of Error, for this is our Duty, 
and it is good and profitable unts Men, Tit. iii. 8. Let 
your Light fo ſhine before Men, that they may ſee your good 
Works, and may be led to glorify your Father which is in 
Heaven, Matt. v. 16. As Faith is a hidden Myſtery 
to the World, a white Stone, which no Man knoweth, fave 
he that receiveth it, Rev ii. 17, fo the Children of God 
are known by goo Works, as the Tree is by its Fruit, 
Religion doth not conſiſt only in doing, but in be- 
lieving what is done; and if true Faith takes place in 
the Heart, good Works will follow as a neceſſary 
Conſequence of it, and are as inſeparable from it as 
Light is from the Sun. | 
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of Fire to dry up one ſingle Drop of Waters 
but if we hope to be ſaved by the Law, as 
many poor deceived Souls do, we muſt keep 
it perfefly, in Thought. Word, and Deed 
fot if we fail in the leaſt Point, we are under 
the Curle .. 

I am afraid, Siſter, that you have been 
building on a wrong Foundation; truſting 
in your Church-going Duties, that is, in 
Forms and Modes, which, to truſt to, in 
point of Juſtification, is to wel] in a Refuge 
of Lies; and, if not forſaken in point of 


Dependance, will prove your eternal Ruin: 


I would not be underſtood,. that you are to 
forſake your Church, &c. but to caſt off all 
Dependance on your Duties, and truſt in 
Chriſt alone for Salvation *, who is the chief 


Corner-Stone, elef?, and precious; be that be- 


lieveth on him ſhall not be confounded *. 
If we build on the Sand, the Scriptures - 
inform us what will be the unavoidable Con- 
fequence; it will involve us in inevitable 
Ruin; there can be no eſcaping the fiery 
Trial, for every Man's Work ſhall be tried ; 
the Fire ſhall prove every Man's Work, of 
what Sort it isn. But if you build on the 
Rock, that is, Chriſt, for Salvation, you ſhall 
never 


— — 


1 Gal. iii. 10. 


& The real Chriſtian works from, not for, Life, and 
looks to Chriſt alone for a God-honouring, law-ſas 
tisfying, and Wel. -ſaving Nice 
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never be diſappointed, for this Foundation 
cannot fail *. 

Bleſſed be God, I can, in ſome Meaſure, 
tell you the Truth; but I can no more ena. 
ble you to believe it, than I can make Hea- 
ven and Earth paſs into their oid Chaos, or 
create a World with a Word; I can as ea- 
ſily ſtop the Sun in its Courſe, or alter the 
one of the Year, as change my own or 
your Nature: When the Lord is pleaſed to 
give any one his Holy Spirit, then will he 
be turned into another Man. Nothing ſhort o | 
of an omnipotent Power can enable a Man 
to believe. "of 

Talk to many about their Souls and Eter- 3 
nity, and they will tell you, that they hope 
to be ſaved, and at the fame Time live in 
open Rebellion againſt God, breaking his 


Greedineſs; which makes it evident, that 
their preſumptuous Hopes are built on their 
own Ignorance, and the Devils Deluſions, 
not on Scripture; for a true Scripture Hope 
makes a Man hunger and thirlt after Jeſus 
Chriſt, and nothing elfe will ſatisfy him; he 
cries out to be ſaved, not only from Hell, 
but from SIN, laying, Teach me to do thy 
Will, thy Spirit is goed ;, turn thou me, and 
I ſhall be turned; create in me a clean Heart, 
O God, and renew a Tight iris within me 

| EN 2 fa 
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Theſe are true Chriftian Deſires; but the 
Hypocrite? loves his Luſts better than Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and will tell you that there is no 
Harm in this, that, and the other; ſo the 
poor deluded Wretch hopes to get to Hea- 


ven, 


* 


? I have taken particular Notice, even of too many 
Profeſſors, that they prefer the Diverſion of the Card- 
Table to reading the Bible, and to religious Duties, 
which plainly demonſtrates, that they have no true 
Religion at Heart, only a little outward Show and 
Hypocriſy; having a Form of Godlinefs, but denying the 
Power thereof, 2 Tim. iii. 5. He is a Hypocrite who 
feigns to be what he 1s not; and thoſe Sort of Peo- 
ple, you may obſerve, pray to God only in the Time 
of Sickneſs and Danger, when by their Affliction they 
are driven to it; but ſhow no Love to Prayer, or De- 
light in God, in the Time of their Health and Prof- 

erity, 70b xxvii. 8, 9, 10.—Hypocries alſo turn the 
Mears of Grace into Poiſon; and the Way which 
God has appointed to ſanctify others, confirms and 
hardens them in their Wickedneſs: And even their 
Prayers are an Abomination to the Lord, Prov. xxviii. 
9. And though the Sinner hides his Idols in the 
Skirts of his Garment, yet God ſeeth them, and will 
bring him to Judgment, declaring his Sins to his 
Face w—The Wicked jaall be turned into Hell, and all the 
Nations that forget God, Pſalm ix. 17. Though the in- 
attentive Sinner does not think of a God every where 
preſent, yet he will find that God's Eye is upon him; 
ſor he ſearcheth the Heart, and trieth the Reins of 
the Childredof Men. God fills Heaven and Earth 
with his Preſence. A hypocritical Sinner may hide 
his Sin from the Eyes of his Fellow-Mortals, but can 
never impoſe upon the all-leeing IEHOVAH: A ſted- 
faſt Belief of theſe grand Truths would be highly 
conducive to frequent and folemn Thoughts of God, 
as our Inſpector and Judge: Our Saviour makes uſe 
ok it as an Argument againſt Hypocriſy, Lukexn, 12. . 


Cr © 
ven, with as little Religion as poſſible ?; but 
if his Mind be not changed, he and his 
Hopes wi!l all periſh together” ; 
I am endeavouring to give you, my dear 
Siſter, the Sum and Subſtance of Religion, in 
this Letter ; but methinks I foreſee an Ob- 
ſtacle, which may hinder the Succeſs of all 
that I have ſincerely offered, for the Con- 
viction and Salvation of you, and Mankind 
in general, and that is a Want of a ſteady 
and fixed Perſuaſion, that Man is an ac- 
countable Being, and the Almighty omni- 
preſent ; that he beholdeth the Sins of all 
Men, at all Times, and in all Places, and 
takes an exact Account of them, and their 


Actions; alas! how many poor ſelf-deluded 


Souls think they do believe in Jeſus Chriſt, 
and at the ſame Time have no more Faith 
than the Devils, who confeſſed Jeſus Chriſt 
to be the Son of God. 

I am always filled with Admiration, at 
that glorious, but myſterious Scripture, in 
Pſalm cxxxix. 7, 8. Whither ſhall I go from 
thy Spirit : Or whither ſhall I flee from thy 
Preſence ? If climb up into Heaven, thou 
art there; if go down into Hell, thou art 

there 


q The real Chriſtian will not be contentel with 
Juſt Religion enough to carry him to Heaven, but will 
be always aiming at Perfection in Holineſs, well aſ— 
ſured it is moſt commendable to aim high, though he 
never hits the Mark, Plalip. iii. 12. 


Job viii. 13, 5 Matt, viii. 12, 
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there alſo. God underſtandeth all our Ways; 
for there is not a Word in our Tongue, nor a 


Thought in our Heart, that can eſcape his 
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Notice; for he knoweth them altogether: 
He views every Creature with one compre- 
henſive Glance *. Light and Darkneſs to him 
are both alike; ſuch 755 wiedge is too wWonder- 
ful and excellent for us; we cannot attain 
unto it; therefore whatever we ſee 1n the 
Scriptures which we cannot comprehend, let 
us ſilently adore; for we do not, nor can we, 
in the preſent State, underſtand the ten 
Thouſandth Part of that which ſhall be re- 
vealed hereafter, 

Our bleſſed Lord told his Diſciples, that 
he had many Things to ſay unto them, but they 
could not bear them then; yet notwithſtand- 


Yy ing, he would fend the Spirit to guide them 


into all Truth, neceſſary to Salvation, and 


they ſhould knw of theſe Things hereafter ; 


we are required to believe that which we 
cannot comprehend for, in this Life, we 
know but in part, and we prophecy in part 


| and ſee through a Glaſs darkly” ; yet the Way 


of Salvation 1s as clear as the Sun, ſhining 
in his meridian Brightneſs, to thoſe whom 


*Z Chriſt has made ſpiritual, by anointing their 


Eyes with the Salve of his Holy Spirit, Man 
wiltully deſtroyed himſelt*. The Lord is 
abundantly gracious to him, and hath re- 


deemed | 


t 2 Chron. xvi. . u John xvi. 12,13. 
1 Cor, xiil. 9, 12. * Hoſea x111, . 
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deemed him without Money and withcut Price”, 
_ Chriſt is all, alas! we are nothing, yea, worſe 
than nothing; and it is as reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe, that a Miſer will complain of his Cheſts, 
for being too full of Gold and Silver, as a 
Man who knows himſelf, that is, one truly 
made ſenſible of the Videneſs of his Nature, 
will find Fault with the Preacher for exait- 

the Saviour, and humbling the Sinner ; 
but Man, by Nature, is blind to Spirituals; 
They are wiſe to do evil, but to do good they 
| have no Knowledge *, — The Ox knoweth his 
Owner, and the Aſs his Maſter's Crib * , but 
Man has no Knowledge of God, neither has 
he any Deſire to know him: The Stork in 
the Heavens knoweth her appointed Times; and 
the Turtie, and the Crane, and the Swallow, 
olſer ve the Time of their Coming; but my Peo- 
Ple know not the Judgment of the Lord ©. And 
in order to teach Man Wiſdom, God ſends 
him to the Beaſts of the Earth, ihe Fouls of 
the Air, the Fiſhes of the Sea; yea, even to 
the Earth, which declareth the Omnipotency 
of God, and ſhoweth his Good neſs; whoſe 
ever-watchful Providence is toward us Men, 
and ſpeaketh by the whole Creation . Oh! 
ye ſimple Ones, receive Wiſdom, for Length 
of Days is with her, and to be united to her, 


is to be poſſeſſed of Im 1 : Wiſdom 
| | created 


— 


ki. z. 2 Col. iii. 11. 
iv. 232. b Iſa. i. g. 
© Jer, viii. 7. 4 Job xii. 7, 8. 
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created the World, and redeemed it ; God 


was in Chriſt, reconciling the World unto him- 
ſelf; for which every Creature is repreſented 
as praiſing him, who is the uncreated Wit- 
dom, and God over all, bleſſed for ever. 

All that will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus ſhall 


ſuffer Perſecution* ;” and this I have found by 


woful Experience; for when the Lord gives 
a Man Grace to turn to him with all his Heart, 
all the Powers of Earth and Hell will be in 
an Uproar againſt him. Our bleſſed Lord 
and Maſter was a Man of Sorrows, and was 
ſorely tempted of the Devil; he and his Fol- 
lowers were uſed with the greateſt Baroa- 
' rity; they were Gazing-Stocks tothe World &, 
and looked upon as the Filth and Offscouring 
of all Things. This brings to my Mind the 
Saying of the wiſe Man, that here is no new 


Thing under the Sun:: For the Prophets and 


Apoltles were treated with the ſame Inhu- 

manity and Cruelty as the People of God 

are at this Day; they were called Babblers, 

and accuſed with turning ihe World upſide 
_ down, for preaching Jeſus and the Reſurrec- 
lion. Although St Paul brought the glad 
Tidings of the glorious Goſpel, preaching 
free Salvation by Jeſus to poor loit Sinners, 
the Jews took him before Gallio, the unjuſt 
3 Judge, 


e Rev. v. 1g. f 2 Tim. 111, 12. 


5 Heb. x, 33. h 1 Cor. iv. 13, 
i Eccleſ. i.. * Acts xvii. 6, 18. 


"tu 
Judge, who cared for none of thefe Things (to 
his Shame be it ſpoken). We mult not 


think that our Warfare will be over till 
Death : The Church militant muſt always 
be in Arms, to fight againſt the World, the 
Fleſh, and the Devil: Suffer we muſt in this 


Life, that we may be glorified together with 


Jeſus Chriſt in another and better World. 
1 pray and beſeech the great 1 AM, to 
give us an holy Boldneſs, and make our 


Faces like Flint, that we may confeſs him 


before Men and Devils, at all Times, when 
we have an Opportunity, and are called 
thereto ; for he has left the following Scrip- 
ture for our Obſervation and Rule : Whoſo- 
ever therefore ſhall be aſhamed of me, ard of my 
Words, in this adultercus and finful Generation, 
of him alſo ſhall the San of Man be aſhamed, 
when he cometh in the Glory of PIs Father, with 
the holy Angels |, 

Our blefled Lord's Command is, that 
when we are converted, we ſhould ſtrengthen 
our Brethren”; and though my Converſion 


is not ſo complete as I could wiſh, I hope in 
God, and I have his infallible Word of Pro- 


miſe, that he will never leave me nor for/ſake 
me, but purely purge away all my Drofs, and 


take away all my Tin”, and make me as pure 


as the Gold of Ophir s. 


2 


I Mark viii. 38. n Luke xxl. 32. 
n Pſalm xlii. 5, 0 Heb. xiii. 5, 
P Iſa. i. 23. 2 Iſa, xili. 12. 
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It is a great Thing to be a Chriſtian, and 
to have Jehovah Jeſus to watch over us 
Night and Day, and water us with his Grace 


every Moment. The Lord is as the Munitions 


of Rocks to guard his People *, and a Wall 
of Fire round about them, to keep them from 
every Enemy *. 

And now, dear Siſter, what can I ſay more, 
to excite you to purſue the beſt Things ? 


J am ſure that Jeſus Chriſt is ten Thouſand 


Times more worth your ſeeking than Silver 
and Gold ; read the eighth Chapter of Pro- 
verbs, and the twenty-eighth Chapter of Fob, 


and there you will ſee true Riches deſcribed 


to Perfection; for what the World calls 
Riches, deſerves not the Name. I believe 


that the Poor in general are happier than 


the Rich; for a poor Man, who earns his 
Bread by the Sweat of his Brow, if he en- 
joys the Favour of God and Peace in his own 
Soul, is happier, and a Thouſand Times 
more ſo, than a Nobleman, who is poſſeſſed 
of fifty or ſixty Thouſand Pounds per An- 
num, and a Stranger to Divine Truths. 

I hope, Siſter, that theſe Conſiderations 
will induce you to ſeek the beſt Things, 
and cry mightily to. God Day and Night 
for them: Cry with all your Heart and Soul; 
cry, as a Man would for Help, who is in 
Danger of being drowned; this is the Way to 

gain 
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F LHA. ii. . Iſa. xxxiii. 16, 
Zech. ii. 5. | 
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gain Chriſt, who only is true Riches, Bur, 


alas! before People are convinced of Sin, 
and have their Eyes opened by Divine Grace, 
to ſee their loſt and undone State by Nature, 


and the abſolute Need of Jeſus Chriſt to ſave 


them, it 1s like offering a Phyſician to a Man 
who is in Health; however, we mult ſtrive 


all that we can to convert Sinners from the 


Error of their Ways, The Apoſtle ſays, 
preach the Word; be inſtant in Seaſon, and out 
of Seaſon; reprove, rebuke", — St Paul muſt 


plant, and Apollos water, and then look up 


to God for a Blefling, for he only is able to 
give the Increaſe”, The wiſe Man tells us, 
He that winneth Sculs is wiſe*,— And they that 
be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Fir- 


mament, and they that turn many to Righteouſ- 
neſs as the Stars for ever and ever). — He 


which converteth the Sinner from the Error of 
bis ay, ſpall ſave a Soul from Death, and 


ſhall hide a Multituge of Sins. 


The Church has, in all Ages, complain- 
ed of her ſmall Number *. The People of 
God are compared to a litile Flock of Sheep“, 
but the Ungodly are like Locuſts covering 
the Face of the Earth. The whole World 


lieth in Wickeaneſs *.—IWide is the Gate, and 


broad is the May that leadeth 10 Deſtruction, 


and 
2 Tim. iv. 2. » Cor. iii. 6. 
* Prov. xi. 30. 5 Dan. x11. z. 
Res v.20 .** Micahviii,% 
d Luke xii. 32. < 1 Johny, 19. 
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„% many there be which go in ibereat*, 1 

*Kremble to think what a ſad and :miſerable 
Condition the World is in; for, in general, 

Mankind have no more Thought or Care 

about their Souls than the Beaſts that periſh, 


any Thing as he ought in Spirituals; nei— 
her is it an eaſy Taſk to make them believe 
hat the Grace of Faith apprehends the Righ- 
tcouſneſs of Chriſt, and fo juſtifieth; for they 
know nothing of God ſavingly, or them- 
elves. 

If I mention religious Matters to them, the 
\n{wer that I commonly have is, if I am not 
aved, what will become of Thouſand Who 
gare worſe than J? or ſome ſuch Nonſenſe as 
this: As woith the Peojle, ſo with the Prieſt z 
"Fs with the Servant, ſo with his Maſter ; as 
"X-11h the Maid, jo with her Miſtreſs, &c.“ 
Ae are gone away from mine Ordinances *,— 
ere is none that underſtandeth, there is none 
F-2t ſeeketh after Gods. And many, who 
make a Profeſſion, are ſo lukewarm and in- 
ifferent, that Jeſus Chriſt threatens to /pye 
hem out of his Mouth". Let all ſuch read 
ke xiil. 24. and tremble: For many, I ſay 
undo you, will ſeek to enter into the Kingdom 
pf Heaven, and ſhall not be able", 

I . I am 


4 Matt. vii. 13. © IA. 11 . 
# Mal. iii. 7. 5 Rom. iii. 11 
k Rev. iii. 16. 3 Matt, vii. 22, 23. 


here is not one in a Thouſand who knows 
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I am the more preſling on theſe Points f 
that I might, if poſſible, prevent Miſtakes, 
in Matters of an eternal Conſequence ; hl 1 
makes me addreſs you with Precept upon 1 
Precept, Line upon Line, here a little and tben 
@ little*, I tell you of the beſt Things, bu 
the Lord only can enable you to defire them 
we ſhall never have the Bleſſing till we are 
enabled to deſire it above all Things elſe: 
Bleſſed are they which do hunger and thirſt e 2 
Righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be filled", I know 
by the Word of God, my own Experienc : 
oa the beſt Authors, that we muſt PRETAH 
Jeſus Chriſt and his Salvation above all other 
Things in the World, or elſe we ſhall never, 
never have him: It is a Truth which can 
be diſproved by Men or Devils. = | 
do not prophecy ſmooth Things to you 6 | 
Siſter, ro pleaſe your Fancy it is the Glory 
of God, and your own Salvation, that | ain? 
at and pray for: The Word of the Lord mult 
be ſpoke faithfully : What is the Chaff to ili 
Wheat ® A ſkilful Surgeon will probe and 
ſearch the Wound to the Bottom, in orde!® 
to make a firm Cure; and every Phyſician 
of Souls ought to proceed in the {ame NY | 
Religion is a Thing that is beſt learned id 
Affliction, not by eating Sweat- Meats, bull 
bitter Herbs. Ihen Manaſſeh was in 22 : 


tion, he * the Lord his God, and hun 
HA 


E & Tfa, xxviii. 10. | I —_— v. 6. 
m Jer. xxiii. 28. n Exod, Xu. 8, 


(49) 
bled himſelf greatly*. If God corrects us not 
we are Baſtards and not Sons*, Before the 
royal Pſalmiſt was afflicted, he went aſtray 1. 
The divine Chaſtiſements are as neceſſary to 
bring us 70 the Knowledge of the Truth, as our 
daily Bread is to ſupport our Lives. Bleſſed 
is the Man that endureth Temptation, or is 
perſecuted for Righteouſneſs Sake, for when be 
7s tried, he ſhall receive the Crown of Life *. 
It is a moſt certain Truth, that God breaks 
the Heart, before he heals it. When our 
bleſſed Lord was upon Earth, he went into 
the Synagogue, as his Cuſtom was, and he ex- 
pounded that Scripture in 1/azah Ixi. 1 ap- 
plying it to himſelf, T he Spirit of the Lord is 
«pon me, becauſe he hath anointed me to preach 
the Goſpel to the Poor; he hath ſent me to heal 
the broken-hearted, to preach Deliverance to 
the Captives, and recovering of Sight to the 
Blind, to ſet at Liberty them that are bound. 
Here you may lee the Character of thoſe 
that Chriſt Jeſus came into the World to ſave, 
drawn in Capitals, which he that runs may 
„ ö 
The Promiſes and Threatenings of the 
HorLy BISLE ſpeak to you and me, and to 
every Creature in all Ages; therefore ear- 
neſtly 


© 9 Chron. xxxiii. 12. 

p Heb. x11. 8. 2 Chron, vi. q. 

+ Pſalm cxix. 67, James i. 12, 
Luke iv. 18. 


(wo) 


neſtly pray for the Promiſes to be made 
pe to your Soul, pray with the greateſt S 
ervour, that the precious Promiſes in Ezek, Ml * 


 XxXv1.25,26,27. may be realized to you, and 
then you will be bleſſed indeed. 
Dear Siſter, if you do not like this Letter 
the firſt, ſecond or third Time of reading, 1 
Hope you will not deſtroy ir, but keep it by 
you, and try it by the infallible Word of 
God; and what you find in it ſcriptural, re- 
ceive as you would a Cordial from your be- 
loved Phyfician, if you were dapgerouſly ill 
in Body, and what is contrary thereto, re- 
ject with the greateſt Abhorrence *, 5 
] have all along endeavoured to direct you 
how to be happy in Time and Eternity; I 
have blown my feeble Trumpet, and warned 
you of your Danger, and it- you take not 
Warning, your Blood ſhall be upon your own 
Head; but I have delivered my Soul. I call 
Heaven and Earth to record this Day againſt 
you, that I. have ſet before you Life and Death, 
Bleſſing and Curſfing ” , and-endeavoured, as 
far as my Capacity would admit, to give 
you a few broken Hints: Oh! that the 
Of: 5 Lord 


elf the Lord is pleaſed to bleſs this well-meant 

Letter to any precious and immortal Souls, I am 

conſcious that I ſhall deſerve no more Thanks for 

writing it, than the Tool in the Hands of a ſkilful 

Artificer, for accompliſhing a Piece of Work of ſin- 

ular Value; and therefore I earneſtly deſire that 
od alone may have all the Glory. 


„ Ezek. xxxili. 9. » Deut. xxx. 19. 9193 


U 
Pe 
3 
vg. 
15 ; | 
8 
5 
Ve 
0 


GH 7 
EY 
= 
2 75 
{ 
Ch 
2 
+ 
Je 
2 
p 
8 
+». 
* 4, 
MP. 


I 


7 


(sr) 
Lord may bleſs them to your precious and 
immortal Soul, : 
Moſt of the World live in neglect of their 
Souls and Eternity, and if you are found to 
be one of this Stamp in the great and terrible 


7 Day, when the Sun ſhall be turned into Dark- 


neſs, and the Moon into Blood *, you will cry 
out, in eternal Deſpair, My Folly has un- 
done me, for the great Day of his Wrath is 
come; and who ſhall be able to ſtand? ? It 
would have been better for thee never to 
have been born, than not to be ſaved at laſt 
from eternal Deſtruction. 
Theſe Judgments, Siſter, T hope you will 
2 eſcape, by putting on the Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, 
and making nc Proviſion for the Fleſb, to fulfil 
= the Luſts thereof. A for the good old Paths, 
and walk therein, and you ſhall find Reſt for 
Pour Soul. Make the Prophets and Apoſ- 
tles your Study and Delight. 
l beg of you, I beſeech you with the 
greateſt Earneſtneſs, by all that is ſerious 
nd important, to pray for ſeeing Eyes, hear- 
ing Ears, and an underſtanding Heart; for 
the BIBLE is a ſealed Book, before the Lord 
gives us a ſpiritual Underſtanding *, and 
briſt only is able and worthy to open the 
Peals thereof. And the Advice and In- 
ſtruction that I give you, I deſire to follow 
3 | -@ | myſelf, 


. 
L N 2 WF 


= = Joelii. g. Rev. vi. 17. 
3 *. Jer. vi. 16. __ © Matt. xiii. 13. 


Rev. v. 9. 


( 52 ) 
myſelf, crying mightily to God to teach nee, 
and to make his Will known to me, which 
he has promiſed to do. 

If we are not taught by the Holy Ghoſt, 
all the Precepis of Men will never make us 
good Scholars in Religion, that is, ſavingly 

a cquainted with it. May a gracious God be 
our Guide, preſerve and keep you, and 
bleſs you with the Bleſſing of the upper and 
the nether Springs*. — And the very God of Rx 
Peace ſantiify you wholly, and fill you . all 
Joy and Peace in believing * 3 I pray God x 
your whole Spirit, and Soul, and Body, be pre- 
ſerved blameleſs unto the Coming of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt *. 
Which 1s, and ſhall be the daily Prayer of N 


him, who is, in Truth and Sincerity, your 
loving and affectionate Brother, and moſt 

ready Servant in all Things pertaining to 
the Salvation of your never-dying Soul. i 
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© Job xxxiv. 32. 4 John xiv, 26, 
e Judges i. 15. Rom. xv. 13. 
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LET THEME 


LonDon, January Js 1774. 


Dzar Covsin, | 


A bt taken my Pen in Hand, to fulfil 
1 my Promiſe; and may the God of all 
4 Wiſdom and Grace accompany it to your 
WHeart with his Divine Bleſſing, and bring 
Pou to fee your loſt and undone State by 
D ature, as he did the Prodigal in the Gol- 
el, chat you may be enabled to repent for 
ot Pour Sin and Folly, and be made a Partak- 
Er of his Mercy, Grace, and Favour *, 
When I was laſt in your Company I took 
Particular Notice of your Words and Con- 
R. Eu, and have juſt Reaſon to believe (with- 
Put being uncharitable) that you are in the 
— road Road to Deſtruction; your Converſa- 
on and Proceedings cauſe me to fear it; 
out of the Abundance of the Heart the Mouth 
Pp caketh;, and the Tree is known by its Fruit', 
4 1 have a real Eſteem for you, therefore 
all write with great Plainneſs and Free- 
om, not to pleaſe your Fancy, nor encou- 
3 rage 
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(54) 
rage you in Debauchery and Licentiouſneſs, 


which you plead for, but in order, by God's 
Bleſſing, 1% open your Eyes, and to turn you 


from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power 
of Satan unto God*, | remember you told 
me, when I endeavoured to give you ſuit- 


able Reproof for the Follies I then ſaw pre- 


dominant in you, that you hoped you were 
quite fafe, if you refrained from Theft and 


Murder; but I muſt tell you, from the 
Word of God, that one Sin (living and dy- 


Ing in it) without Repentance and Pardon, 
will as effectually prove the Caule of your 


Damnation as a Thouſand !. 


With what impious Notions do the molt 
profligate Sinners flatter themſelves! It is 
the Deceit of their own wicked Imagina— 
tions; a fooliſh Heart has deceived them, 
and has cauſed them to believe a Lie, Be 
wot deceived; God is not mocked; for whaiſo- 


ever a Man ſoweth, that ſball be alſo reap ”. 


The Prophet {/arah tells us of ſome profane 


' Monſters that are ſaid to make a Covenant 
with Death, and an-Agreement with Hel, 


and Lies their Refuge". Though they dig 


into Hell, thence ſhall mine Hand take them , ® 


though they climb up to Heaven, thence will J 
bring them down; and though they be hid in 
the Bottom of the Sea, the Lord will command 
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the 4 and he ſhall bite zhem*. Theſe 
divine Truths you are wilfully ignorant of; 
but be aſſured of it they will be at laſt put into 
Execution againſt you, if you repent not; 
Heaven and Earth fhall paſs away, but the 
Word of God is ſtedfaſt, and liveth and abid- 
eh for ever. = 

. Infidels and Reprobates would fain per- 
ſuade themſelves and others, that there 1s 
no ſuch Place as Hell in the World to come; 
and very little, if any, Puniſhment for the 
Wicked, and if there be, it 1s for thoſe only 
that are guilty of the greateſt of Sins, ſuch 
as Robbery, Murder, &c. But this is a falſe 
Suggeſtion of the Devil; for this terrible 
Place of Puniſhment is mentioned i * Jerip- 
ture, Times unnumbered, and in the moſt 
awtul Language, being deſcribed by the 
moſt dreadful Things, ſuch as Fire and 
Brimſtone, and a never-dying Worm, which 
perpetually gnaws on their Vitals to all Eter- 
nity. And not only the open profane Sin- 
ner, but alſo every ſelf-righteous Phariſee, 
who dies out of Chriſt, will go to this dole- 
ful Place of Torment . They who will not 
believe this Truth, now, will very ſoon ex- 
perience the Reality of it to their endlcſs 
Confuſion, and everlaſting Woe: He that 
ſhuts his Eyes, and wilfully runs into the 
Fire, deſerves no Pity; Oh take heed of 
going wiltully blindfold to Hell! | 
C 4 Tou 
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You have, to my Knowledge, run oreat 
Lengths in outward Profaneneſs, for which 
you will not go unpuniſhed; for Sinners 
hall bave great Pain“. If by God's Grace 
you do come to Repentance, you will find 
them no cheap Sins: Oh! the many Achings 
of Soul, Terrors of Conſcience, Tears, and 
Groans, i it will coſt you; and if you do not 
truly repent, what Words can deſcribe that 
dreadful Place of Puniſhment, you will be 
conſigned to, where the Worm dieth not, and 
the Fire is not quenched*, and the Smoke of 
their Torment aſcendeth up for ever and ever *. 
Neither have you been backward to draw 
others into the Snare of the Devil,. and to 
help forward their Deſtruction; as touching 
my ſfelf, you cannot deny, but that you ſtrove 
all that was in your Power, and at a Time 
when I was out of Bread, and low in Cir- 
cumſtances; and had I been left to myſelf, 
you would have gained your End: But a 
Man who is ſupported by the Free-Grace 
and Spirit of God, cannot finally fall; if 
the everlaſting Arms are underneath him, 
he ſtandeth firmer than Mountains of Braſs, 
for he is founded on the Rock of Ages, 
even Chriſt Jeſus v. 
Thou mayeſt walk in the Ways of thy 
Heart, and in the Sight of thine Eyes, throw 


the Reins on the Nook: of my Lufts, ſaying, 

I. foal! 
Ezek. xxx. 16. Mark ix. 44. 
Rev. xiv. 11. v Matt, vii. 25. 
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I ſhall have Peace, though I walk in the Ima- 
mnation of mine Heart, to add Drunkenneſs to 
Thirſt . But know thou, that, for all theſe 
Things, God will bring thee into Judgment *, 
Thou mayeſt as well believe the Sun to be 
the Cauſe of Darkneſs, and that the Fire 1s 
not hot, as to ſuppoſe that God will give 
thee Heaven and Glory, if thou doſt not re- 
nt, and forſake thy Sins now; there is no 
Promiſe made for To-morrow in the Goſpel; 
therefore, To-day throw down your Arms 
of Rebellion, while it is called To-day; 
there is no Time to delay; for thy Soul may 
be required of thee, even whilſt thine Eyes are 
looking over theſe Lines, | 
The Devil would have us to believe, an 
the World thinks, there is no Pleaſure in a 
religious Life, but they are wofully miſtaken; 


| for it is the only true Pleaſure that we can 


have in this World; for we are coramanded 
to rejoice in the Lord; and to glory in the 
Lord; and we muſt not glory in any Thing 
elſe ?. Wiſdom's Ways are Ways of Pleaſant- 


neſs, and all ber Paths are Peace*, The Righ- 


teous are bold as a lion, but the Enemies of 
the Lord flee, when no Man purſueth ; God 
ſends @ Faintneſs into their Hearts; and the 
Sound of a ſhaken Leaf makes them flee, as 

N 3 | from 
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Y Phil. iv. 4. 2 Jer. ix. 23, 24. 
Prov. iii. 17. 
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(53) 
from the Sword of the Deſtroyer, when none 

purſueth®, If any boaſt that they are not 
affected with temporal Puniſhments, let ſuch 
know they may be reſerved for ten thouſand 
Times greater hereafter, It is a common 
Thing for the Wicked to go unpuniſhed in 
this Life but God often rebukes and chaſ- 
tens his own Children ©. When the Wor kers 
of Iniquity flouriſh, it is that they ſhall be de- 
ſtroyed for ever ©, The Pſalmiſt was aſtoniſh- 
ed when he ſaw the Wicked in great Power, 
and ſpreading himſelf like a green Bay Tree © 
he could not underſtand the Meaning of it, 
until he went into the Sanctuary of God, then 
he underſtood their End, how God caſts them 
down into Deſtruction . 

Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, but Sin is 
the Reproach, Curſe and Deſtruction of whole 
Kingdoms; this is that accurſed Thing, 
which hath made the moſt fruitful Lands 
barren, overthrown the ſtrongeſt Nations, 
and hath laid the moſt flouriſhing Kingdoms 
deſolate: Vice therefore ought to be as much 
guarded againſt as an Army of foreign Ene- 
mies; theſe cannot harm us, unleſs our 
Vices make God our Enemy, ſtrengthen the 
Arms of our Adverſaries, and point their 
Swords againſt us. 'T hoſe People who liv- 

— 1 


d Lev. xxvi. 36. Rev. iii. 19. 
« Pſalm xcii. 7. e Pſalm xxxvii. 38. 
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ed under the Law were puniſhed for their 


Crimes; the Adulterer and Adultereſs were 


put to Death, and the impudent and libi- 


dinous Women were to have their Hands 
cut F; and it is a great Pity, that they 
ſhould not have ſome ſevere Puniſhment 
now, as Examples to others *. 

What the royal Preacher obſerved, as he 
ſat at his Window, and afterwards left upon 
record, 1s true to this very Day, for Men can 
ſcarcely walk the Streets on lawful Buſineſs, 
without being interrupted by lewd Women; 
who are the Bane of Innocence, Youth, and 
Inexperience : Oh! that young Men would 
take warning, and depart from the Tents of 
thoſe bewitching Harlots, who have brought 


| Thouſands to Ruin, both in Body and Soul: 


Her Houſe is the Way to Hell, going down to 
the Chambers of Death x. More bitter than 


Death is a Woman whoſe Hearl is Snares and 
Mets, and her Hands as Bands l. | 


We have an Inſtance in Scripture of thoſe 


who have been ſlain in the very Act of Lewd- 


neſs”; and although many eſcape ſuch ſud- 


den divine Vengeance, yet they are. fre- 


quently tainted with a loathſome Diſeaſe, 
which 


5 Lev. XX. 10. h Deut. xxv. 12. | 
i It is a great Pity, Proſtitution and Adultery are 
not made capital Crimes, for then they would not be 
io frequently practiſed. | 
* Prov. vii. 27. l Eccleh vii. 26. 
n Numb. xxv. 18, 
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which makes them Spectacles of Wretched- 
neſs and Miſery, ſo that they may be juſtly 
= to rot above Ground, and die by Inch- 

: Andis this ſuch a pleaſant Life to hve, 
han it is worth being damned for to all Eter- 


nity? Oh! that the Reſolution of the bleſs- 


ed Hebrew Youth may operate on your 
Heart, that you may ſay, with a holy Diſ- 


dain and Indignation, How can I do this great | 


Wickeadneſs, and fin againſt God? If you de- 
fire the Happineſs of your Soul in Time and 
Eternity, you muſt “ flee from Sin, as from 
<« the Face of a Serpent,” for it will wound 
you with unſpeakable Sorrow, when the 


numberleſs Sins that you have committed 


all ſcare you with Dreams, and terrify you 
with Viſions, and thou mourn at the laſt, when 
thy Fleſh and thy Body are conſumed”. 

It will be a dreadful Thing to have Chrift 
your Enemy, when he comes in flaming Fire 
to judge the World; for all who reje& him 
ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting Deſtruftion *, 


Therefore I beg you will take good heed to | 


theſe dreadful, but juſt Threateningsof God, 


that follow: The Wicked fall be turned into. 


Hell, and all the Nations that forget God v. 
— Upon the Wicked be ſhall rain Snares, Fire 
and Brimſtone, and an horrible Tempeſt ; this 
Hall be the Portion of their Cup Tribulation 
and 


r * 
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Prov. v. 11 » 2 Theſſ. i. 8, g. 
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and Anguiſh upon every Soul of Man that doeth 


Evil *.—The Angels ſhall gather the Wicked 


together, and caſt them into a Furnace of Fire; 


there ſhall be wailing and gnaſhing of Teeth *. 
— For, their Worm ſhall not die, neither ſhall 
their Fire be quenched, and they ſhall be an ab- 
berring unto all Fleſh *, and that to all Eter- 
nity “. | 

All Drunkards, Whoremongers, Harlots, 
and Liars, who die in their Sins, Hall have 
their Part in the Lake which burneth with 
Fire and Brimſtone; which is the ſecond Death”, 
Wo ſunto them that are mighty to drink Wine, 
and Men of Strength to mingle flirong Drink *. 
Theſe are the Truths of God himſelf, and 
you will find them fo, as ſure as you ſee the 
Light and Darkneſs take place at his Com- 


mand, which I mention as an Emblem to 


fix theſe Divine Truths on your Mind; for 
while the Earth remaineth, Day and Night. 


| fall not ceaſe”. And if you will but give 
Z theſe Lines acareful and ſerious reading, you 


cannot eaſily forget theſe infallible Truths, 
which, if attended to, will ſoon convince you 
that it is dangerous to laugh at Religion : 


= Know that the Time is coming, that you 


vill laugh, as the Proverb ſays, on the other 
Side of your Mouth, and be like that proud 


and 
N Rom. ii. . Matt. x iii. 41, 42, FT 
Ila. Ixvi. 4. u Matt. xxv. 46. 
w Rev, xxi. 8. | - Iſa. v. 22. 


Y Gen, vili. 22. 
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and haughty Monarch, when he ſaw the 


Fingers of a Man's Hand writing on the Plaiſ- 
ter of the Wall; your Mind will be altered; 


your Countenance changed; you will tremble, 


and your Knees will ſmite one againſt another*; 

yea, the greateſt Tyrants of the Earth will 
loſe their Courage, and be as feeble as an 
Infant: Kings, rich Men, Captains, and 
mighty Men, as well as the Poor and inferior 


Sort, will hide :hemſelves in Dens, and in Rocks 


of the Mountains, and lay to the Mountains, 
Fall on us, and hide us from the Face of him 


that fitteth on the Throne, and from the Wrath | z 
of the Lamb. Many will ſeek to enter into 


the Kingdom of Heaven, and ſhall not be 
able*. There are Millions that never ſeek 


nor ſtrive at all, but Iforewarn you, that you 


may eſcape the Danger; the Lord com- 
mands me to rebuke my Brother, and not 


ſuffer Sin upon bim, and I muſt obey ; for 


thoſe who refuſe to obey the Voice of the 
Lord, he will utterly deflroy*. I will neither 
fatter nor ſpare you; curſed be he that doeth 
the Work of the Lord deceitfully e. — He that 


deſpiſed Moſes's Law died without Mercy; of i 
how much ſorer Puniſhment will thoſe be 


thought worthy, who have trodden under Foot 


the Son of God, and have aone deſpite to the ; 
opirit 5 


— 


2 Dan. V. 52 6. a Rev. vi. 15. 
> Luke xiii. 2g, 24. © Lev. xix. 17, 
© Jer. xii. 17. Jer. xlviii. 10. 


6) 


Spirit of Grace? How ſhall we eſcape, if 0e 2 


glee ſo great Salvation? 

But-I am afraid that I ſhall tire your pa- 
tience, therefore Iwill, by the Grace of God, 
addreſs you with a few Lines of Comfort 
from ſacred Writ, and then conclude: Hear 
the comfortable Promiſes of our gracious 
God: When the wicked Man turneth away 
from bis Wickeaneſs that he hath committed, 
and doeth that which is lawful and right, be 
ſhall ſave bis Soul alive *,—Come unto me, all 
ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you Reſt*, If you ſce and experience 
yourſelf a loſt Sinner, Coulin, there is not a 
Man upon Earth who has a greater Right to 
Jeſus Chriſt, and his Salvation; becauſe he 
came into the World, for this very Purpoſe, 
to ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt', Oh! 
How doth our gracious and compaſſionate 
Redeemer call and invite poor Singers to 
him, by the Mouth of that truly evange- 
lical Writer, the Prophet Jaiab; read the 
fifry-fifth Chapter, and you will ſee that 
& Chriſt's Love and Tenderneſs is unſpeak- 
able; he redoubles his Exhortation, as tho? 
It grieved him to the very Soul, that Sinners 
ſhould refuſe to be ſaved : And there are no 
Sinners ſo great, but he is able and willing 
to ſave them, if they truly repent. I pray 


the 
= 5 „ 


| gk 
#7 Heb. x. 28, 29. Ch. ii. g. #® Eceleſ. * 
þ Matt, Xl, 28, | i Luke xix. 10. 


— 


(ay 


the Lord to enable you to lay hold of Jeſus 
Chriſt by Faith, for this is the One Thing 
weedful, 


« Pure are the Joys above the Sky, 
„And all the Regions Peace; 

« No wanton Lips, nor envious Eye, 
«© Can ſee or taſte the Bliſs. - 


„ Thoſe holy Gates for ever bar 
“ Pollution, Sin, and Shame; 
None ſhall obtain Admittance there, 
« But Followers of the Lamb, 


« He keeps the Father's Book of Life, 
„There all their Names are found; 
„ The Hypocrite in vain ſhall ſtrive 
10 tread the heav'nly Ground.“ 
Dr WATTS. 


Jam, with Eſteem and Reſpe®, | 


Your loving Couſin and Well-wiſher, 


. 


P. S. If 


e 


( 65) 


"FEY the Lord is pleaſed to open your 


Eyes, to ſee the Weight and Importance of 
3 Things, you willdeſire them ten Thou- 
ſand Times more than Gold or Silver, yea, 
more than all the Riches that the Univerſe 
can give. 7 

Sin is looked on as a light and trifling 
Thing, (ſweet in its Commiſſion) laughed 
and mocked at by Fools“; but when they 
are brought to their true Senſes, it bizeth hike 
42 Serpent, and ſtingetb like an Adder“; the 
Wages of it is Eternal Death . Conſider wie 
1 ſay, and the Lord give you Underſtanding in 
all Things“. 


* Pſalm xix. 10. Prov. xiv. q. 
m Prov. xxiii. 32. n Rom. vi. 23, 


To 


| 
| 
| 
| 


To PROFESSORS in general”. 


1 HAVE been eg in a Letter 
to my Siſter and Couſin, as far as the 
Lord enabled me, to encourage them to 
ſtrive for the Faith of the Goſpel; and now 
let me ſpeak a few Words to Profeſſors in 
general: Oh! that the Lord would give me 
Words ſharper than a two-edged Sword, to 
pierce through the Joints and Marrow, and 
even to the Heart of every nominal Chriſ- 
tian who reads theſe Letters; for it is great- 
ly to be feared, there are a Multitude of 
this Sort who attend the Goſpel, and are 
only Hearers, and, for a Show, make long 
Prayers, who ſhall, if they repent not of their 
_ Hypocriſy, receive greater Damnati:n s. They 
profeſs the Truth, and poſſeſs it not; there- 
fore their outward Court Worſhip is a ſo— 
lemn Mockery in the Sight of AlmightyGod, 
and tends only to the deceiving their own 
Souls, and the Souls of others; they act the 
Part of Judas, pretending to have great Love 
for our bleſſed Maſter, and yet betray him 
to Death, and ſtab him in the Houſe of his 
Friends; 


200 Profeſſing — without poſſeſſing the Sweets 
of it in the Soul, is only Hypocriſy and Deluſion. 


4 Luke xx. 47. 
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Friends; and what can they expect for their 
Hypocriſy and Deceit, but that he (Chriſt) 
will order his Servants to take zhoſe, his 
Enemies, which would not that he ſhould reign 


over them, and ſlay them before his Face? 


And though it is not eaſy for Man to diſcern 


the Sheep from the Goats, yet God, Who 


looks on the Heart *, fees as much Difference 


between them, as between Heaven and 


Hell. 
We cannot pleaſe God, if we have not that 


true Paith, which worketh by Love; for with 


out that, nothing done by us is acceptable 
to God; for whatſoever is not of Faith, is 
Sin. If Jeſus Chriſt has not the Pre-emi- 
nence in our Hearts, that is, if we do not 


ſerve him becauſe we love him, and deſire 


him, above all, to rule in our Hearts, we do 
but mock him, inſtead of worſhipping him: 


From which it will plainly appear, that you 
may be at your Duties Morning, Noon and 
Night, and pray till your Knees are as hard 
as the Camels, and if your Prayer be not 
from a fincere Love to Chriſt, you will be 
rejccted with, I never knew you, depart from 
me, ye Workers of Iniquity . It is ſuch as 


you, who bring a Scandal on God's Church 


and People; for we have not only cloſe Hy- 


pocrites, but thoſe who are outwardly pro- 
| tane, 


— 
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fane, who, under a Proſeſſion of Chriſt, are 
guilty of the blackeſt Crimes, ſuch as I am 
aſhamed to mention; and ſome of them, be- 
cauſe they would appear fair to the Public, 
ſubmit themſelves to the Ordinance of Bap- 
tiſm: But it is not material whether they are 
ſprinkled with the Hand out of a Baſon, or are 
the Subjects of Immerſion ; for as the Drops 
conveyed by the Hand of the Agent, baptiz- 
ing from the Baſon, are not in Number equal 
to the Sins of the adult Perſon, and, if they 
were, could not atone for one Sin; ſo nei— 
ther can the Act of Immerſion cleanſe thoſe 
who are its Subjects, if they were plunged 
into the Sea”; all thisſprinkling and wafhing 
would (if the Hearts of the Subjects are not 
right towards God) but make them fair Hy- 
pocrites, that is, painted Devils ; for theſe 


Men- made Converts, are two-fold more the 
Children of Hell, than before“. 


Hence it is plain that neither the ſprink- 


ling with Water, nor that more preciſe Act 
of Immerſion, can any ways profit thoſe who 
are its Subjects. The Miniſter is nothing, 
the Water 1s nothing, the Perſons baptized 
are nothing, if the * of the Spirit 

be 


— 


Chriſt has not commanded the particular Quan- 
tity of Water, nor the particular Mode in which Bap- 


_—_ is to be adminiſtered ; but has left every one to 
ue, examine, act and determine for themſelves re- 
ſpet ing the Performance of this Ordinance, 


* Matt, xxiii. 15, 
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be not with them and in them. But when 


the Spirit giveth his Teſtimony, then the 
Blood of Atonement is applied, and the 
Conſcience of the Penitent is relieved from 
Guilt, which being removed, a Senſe of 
Pardon and Salvation ſprings up in his 
Heart. 

Now it is theſe laſt mentioned, theſe ſin- 
ſick Souls, theſe Sons of God, I would at- 
tempt to comfort, knowing that they are 
but juſt eſcaped from Egypt, having paſſed 
the Red- Sea, and entered the Wilderneſs, 
and have commenced their militant State: 
Oh! my Feilow-Travellers to the promiſed 
Land, I would apply every Cordial in the 
Book of God to your Advantage, and for 
your Encouragement, and I would cheriſh 


and nouriſh you in the Faith, as a Mother 


doth her new-born Infant with her Milk; 
one believeth that he may eat all Things, ano- 
ther who is weak eateth Herbs; let every Man 
be fully perſuaded in his own Mind, and none 
deſpiſe the weak Believer, for God hath re- 
_ ceived him”, That precious Sentiment, which 


dropt from the Lips of his late Majeſty, is 


worthy to be written in Letters of Gold 
for he declared, That no Man ſhould be per- 


ſecuted, for worſhipping of God according 
to his own Conſcience. - But the preſumptu- 


ous Hypocrite, who is ſettled on his Lees, 


J e 


n 


— 


J Rom. xiv. 2, 3, 5 


ny 


I would not ſpare, he muſt be drove from 
his Security by the pure and holy Law; I 
would fight him with red-hot Swords, and 
wound him with all the Fire-Bolts of Hell. 
In this Life the Tares are ſuffered to grow 


ed, the Lord of the Harveſt will command 


and bind them in Bundles, to burn them, and 
gather the Wheat into his Barn“. 

TI be Hypocrite may perform every out- 
ward Ceremony, even to a ſcrupulous Ex- 
actneſs, and yet have nothing elſe but the 
bare Appearance of a Chriſtian *; and at the 
dreadful MidnightCry, when the Bridegroom 
cometh, then they may ſay, Lord, Lord, open 
unto us, and mention the great and wonder- 
ful Works which they have done in the 
Name of Chriſt, in Hopes to get Admittance 
| unto the Marriage-Feafſt but they will be 


rejected for Fools, becauſe they have no Oil 


in their Lamps; they are deſtitute of the 
Grace of the Spirit. But if you ſeek the 
Lord with your whole Heart, you ſhall find 
him * 


It matters not what Church or Sect you | 


belong to, for if you have not true genuine 
* in your Heart, you have not 
ſet 


5 Matt, X111. 30. 


Nance, but nothing more. 
„Jer. xxix. 1g. 


among the Wheat, but, when Time is end- 


the Reapers to gather together firſt the Tares, 


As a Shadow has always the Shake of the Sub- 
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et one Foot in the right Way to Heaven, but 
are as yet Slaves to Sin and Satan. Uzz4 was 
deſtroyed for not ſeeking God in due Order ©, 
This ſhould make us exceeding careful in 
this Reſpect, leſt we ſhould ſhare in the ſame. 
Fate with Uzza. We mult not have the leaſt 
Dependence on ourſelves, or on any Thing 
that we do, for Acceptance with God (and Sal- 
vation) nor on any human Creature, but have 
Ea ſingle Eye to the Lamb of God“, always 
looking unto Jeſus © for every Bleſſing, both 
ſpiritual and temporal; for whatſoever we 
ook at, or hope in beſide, we ſhall certainly 
be diſappointed in. Ez | 
There are but two Sorts of People in the 
World; and yet People are ſo prejudiced in 
Favour of this or that Denomination, that 
ſome will not, upon any account, go into a 
EChurch, while others will not enter into a 
Meeting: Pray do you think that the Stone 
pr Brick Walls will avail you any Thing? 
What Difference can it make in hearing a 
Miniſter preach, either in a Church or Meet- 
ing-Houſe, in a black Coat, or in a black 
Pown and Caſſock, it they both preach the 
Poſpel? Alas! how great a Pity is it, that 
Perſons, in general, are ſo much prejudiced 
ggainſt the mere Non-Eſſentials of Religion, 
| | as 


© 1 Chron. xiii, 10, Ch. xv. 13. 


> 


LEE 


as to refuſe to hear the Truth as it is re. 
vealed in Scripture. 
- There was ſuch ſelf. deceiving Hypocrites 
among the People of God in the Prophet 
EzekiePs Time, who went to the Houle of 
God, and fat among his People, and heard 
the Word of God, and pretended to have uc 
Love for the Preacher, ſhowing it only with 
their Mouth, but their Heart went after their 
Covetouſneſs, Reprobate Silver ſhall Men cal 
tbem ; becauſe the Lord hath rejected them*: 
And if you continue in your [mpenitency 
and Unbelief, the Lord will reje& you, and 
you mult be Yeſels of Wrath to all Eternity, 
Why. doſt thou talk of God's Laws, and fal- 
his Covenant in thy Mouth? whereas thu 
hateſt to be reformed, and has caſt the Mord 
of the Lord behind thee". If you do not 
ceaſe from e Evil of your Doings, your Du- 
ties offend God, and it is wearitome for him 
to bear them ' —The Sacrifice of the Wicked is 
an Abomination to the Lord*. Your Devo— 
tions are ſo far from being pleaſing to God, 
that he compares them to the killing of ai 
Dog, yea, even to Idolatry and Murder“. 
Some Profeſſors do pretend to have great 
Faith, and that they are as happy as theit 


Hearts can delice : Theſe People are vaſtlj 
fol 


= SB PS &aAoawqwg...c..c- 


Exek. xxxiii.g1, 2. : Jer. vi 30. 
D Pſalm J. 16, 17, „„ to 145 36 * m 
k Prov. xv. 8, 1 Iſa. Ixvi. 3. Con 
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e. for high Strains in Religion; but I would 
have ſuch take care, Jeſt they pleaſe them- 


8 ſelves with mere Fancy: For if they have 
et not been convinced of Sin, and made ſenſi- 
of ble of their loſt and undone State by Nature, 
rd it is as reaſonable for them to ſuppoſe, that 


h they ſhall live for ever in the Eleſh, as that 
WM they believe in Jeſus Chriſt with a true Faith”, 

elf Examine your ſelves, whether ye be in the Faith, 
a prove your own ſetyes", For if a Man think 
| Gimſelf to be ſomething, when he is nothing, he 
dieceivetb himſelf*. There is a Way which 
nd ſeemeth right unto a Man, but the End thereof 
iy, are the Ways of Death?. You ſhould never 
4 content yourſelf with any Notions of your 
471 o n, but always try the State of your Souls 
by the Holy Scriptures z for it is the greateſt 
not Thing in the World to believe aricht;— 
D none can make a Man a Chriſtian, but he 
um who made the World, 


. « Miſtaken Souls, that dream of Heav'n, 
Wy «© And make their empty Boaſt 

f » Of inward Joys, and-Sins forgiv'n, 

. While they are Slaves to Luſt. 

reat « Vain are our Fancies, airy F lights, 

net If Faith be cold and dead; 

{tl None but a living Pow'r unites 

fot „Ta Chriſt, the living Head. a 
1 D 5 


m © Without true Conviction there can be no reat 
Converſion, | 2 


* 2 Cor. xiii 5. 12. * Gal. vi. . 3. wy Prov. xiv. 12. | 


(74) 
« *Tis Faith that changes all the Heart 
« *Tis Faith that works by Love; 
„ That bids all ſinful Joys depart, 
* And lifts the Thoughts above. 


« »Tis Faith that conquers Earth and Hell, 
.. By a celeſtial Pow'r ; 
« This is the Grace that ſhall prevail, 
In the deciſive Hour. 


« Faith muſt obey the Father's Will, 
& As well as truſt his Grace; 
« A pard'ning God is jealous ftill 
- _-« For his own Holinets,” 
I 232 Dr Wars. 


T would as ſoon believe a Man, if he was 

to ſay, that he could dig my Grave with a 
Feather, as when he tells me, that he believes 
with an evangelical Faith, and at the ſame 
Time has no Knowledge of Uabelief; it is 
a Thing impoſſible, and as inconſiſtent with, 
as well as contrary to the Word of God, as 
Light is to Darkneſs: For it is the peculiar 
Work of the bleſſed Spirit, to convince the 
World of Sin, becauſe ny believe not in Jeſ us 

Than: 

| I was ſuch a Fool myſelf once, and many 
Years I imagined, that I did believe in Jeſus 
«Chriſt; I repeated the Apoſtles Creed, as l 
thought, with much Zeal and Earnettnels, 
bur, 
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but, alas! at the ſame Time I was telling 
notorious Lies: But when it pleaſed the Lord 
to make me ſenſible of my Unbelief, I chang- 
ed my Note, and ſaid, I would fan believe 
in God the Father Almighty ; M and | was ex- 
ceedingly deſirous to believe in his dear Son; 
and to know, by the Teſtimony of the Spi- 
rit, that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
were equal Co-Agents in the Salvation of 
my Soul; which Gift of divine Knowledge 
God has fince been pleaſed to communicate 
unto my Soul, 

I pray the Lord to enable every Profeſſor 
to take this Advice into ſerious Conſidera- 
tion: Try the State of your Souls by the 
Holy Scriptures z3 let us ſearch and try our 
Ways, and turn to the Lord, and not drive 
it off from Day to Day; for no outward. 
Duties can pleaſe him, if he has not the he 
Heart, without the leaſt Reſerve; we muſt. 
part with all that we have and are, for this 
Pearl of great Price, yea, our very Lives, if 
the Lord requires them“. | 


A few Paragraphs, from various excellent Wri- 
ters, which 1 have collected for my own ſpiri- 
tual Improvement and Comfort, may, by God's? 
Bleſſing, have the like Influence upon the Souls 

F others, and for that fn 1 beg leave 46 
inſert them, : 


Be the Maladies of thy Soul ever - ſo 


© great, yet there is a Phyſician that is 


D 2 „ greater, 


Lam. III. 40. Matt. xiii. 6. Luke xiv, 26,23. 
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greater, and who never fails to cure: 
Chriſt is the all-powerful Phyſician of 
Souls, to whom nothing is incurable; 


only thou muſt patiently ſuffer thyſelf to 
be cured; do not thruſt back his Hand, 


when he begins to touch thy Sores, and 


ſearch the Wounds of thy Soul: He well 
knows what he is doing; do not hinder 


and reſiſt, when it begins to pain; be not 


ſo delicate and tender to thy own Heart; 


but, with a quiet Patience and Reſigna- 
tion, endure for a while the Anguiſh, 


Th he cuts and lances; conſidering thee 


the preſent Pain makes way for thy future 


Health and Soundneſs.“ 

St AUSTIN'S Sentiment, 
&« No Man is righteous, but he that hath 
a true Feeling of his Sins; neither, except 
he fec] them with a true Touch, can he 
elſe embrace this true Righteouſneſs ; but 
whoever hath this Knowledge, that is, 
through Chriſt, is ſo richly forgiven, it 
mult needs be that he love God much.” 


The Honey-Comb, on Juſtification, 


„Oh! Chriſtian, if ever God gave thee a 


Sight and a Senſe of thy Miſery, and 


Danger of thy natural State; if ever thou 
haſt felt the Pangs and Throws of a la- 


* bouring and diſtreſſed Conſcience; and, 


after all this, taſted the unſpeakable Sweet- 


[neſs of the Peace and Reſt that is in Jeſus 


Chriſt, thou wilt rather chooſe to die ten 


« Thouſand Deaths, than to forſake Chriſt, 


« and 
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and go back into that unſpeakable Con- 
dition. 

The Rev. Mr FLAVELL's Sentiment, 

«© Deſertion works for good, as it makes 
the Saints prize God's Countenance more 
than ever; Thy Loving- Kindneſs is better 
than Life*; yet the Commonneſs of this 
Mercy abates the Price of it ; — when 


* Pearls grew common at Rome, they begun 


to be fi ghted. — God, I believe, has na 
better Way to make us value his Love 
than by withdrawing it a while: If the 


Sun did ſhine but once in a Year, how 


would it be prized ; when the Soul has 


been long benighted with Deſertion, Oh! 


how welcome then is the Return of the 
Iofluence of the bleſſed Spirit | Nothing 
ſo joytul as the Return of the Sun of 


Righteouſneſs.” 


The Rev. Mr WarTsoN's Sentiment. 
«© Would you have Faith, then feek it 
diligently ; pray, Oh! pray for it, as for 
your very Lives; cry mightily to God for 
itz pour out your Hearts to God in Pray- 
er for it; pray continually for Faith; pray 
without ceaſing ; be importunate with God 


for eit; go all Day and all Night panting and 


breathing after it, ſaying, Oh! that God 
would give me Faith. Go to Jeſus al{6 


for it; cry to him, for he is the Author 
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as well as the Object of it”. 7t js the Gift 


of God". Oh! pray earneſtly for it. 

« The Lord hear my Prayer, and give me 
a better Heart; Oh! for a Heart to love 
God more, and to hate Sin more; to 


walk more evenly with God; Lord, deny 


me not ſuch a Heart, whatever thou de- 


nieſt me; give me an Heart to fear thee, 


to love thee, to delight in thee, if I beg 
Bread in deſolate Places, or from Door to 


Door.” 
The Rev. Mr Johx ben van s Sentiment, 


None elle can give my Soul Relief, 
% None elſe can eaſe my Moan, 


But he whoſe Abſence is my Grief, 


« All other Joys be gone. 


How can I ceaſe from ſad Complaints? F 
«© How can I be at Reſt ? 


My Mind can never be content 


« To want my noble Gueſt, 


Drop down, mine Eyes, and never tire, 
« Ceaſe not on any Terms; | 


« Until I have my Heart's Deſire, 


40 My Lord within mine Arms.“ 


co 


«6 And I delire no more,” 


: © . * 


| ERrs8Kine's Gojpel Sonnets. 
Let others ſtretch their Arms like Scas, 


& And graſp in all the Shore, 
Grant me the Viſits of thy Face, 


Dr WaTrTs. 
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% Doſt thou indeed fo prize, eſteem, and 
value me? Will nothing but Chriſt and 
his Love content and fatisfy thee ? then, 
as ſweet, lovely, and deſirable as I am, 
know that I am thine; take thine own 
Chriſt into the Arms of thy Faith, this 
Day, and continue in my Love always.” 


All my Prayers, and Cries, and Groans to 
% rhee; 
Oh! none but t Jan, none but Chriſt for 


" 000. 


The receiving of Chriſt necellaeily pre- 
ſuppolcs this giving of him: There may 
indeed be a viving, where there is no re- 
ceiving; for a Gift may be refuſed : There 


may alto be a taking, where there is na 


giving, which 1s a preſumptuous Action, 
without Warrant: But there can be no 
Place for receiving Chriſt, where there 18 
not a giving of him before.“ 

Me BosTow's Notes, quoted by Mr HERvay, 
« Al] are juſtified alike; the Truth of 
Faith is juſtifying, not the Meaſure : Juſ- 
tiication therefore is the ſame in all that 
believe, though their Belief be in different 


Degrees: So once in the Wilderneſs all 


gathered not Manna in the ſame Meaſure, 
yet when all came to meaſure, they had 
all alike 3 none above an Omer, none - 
under,” 

Dr Liohrroor, quoted by Mr Hervey, 
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A feeble Saint 
8 Shall win the Day, 
« Though Death and Hell 
„ Obſtruct the Way.” | 
Sit” TT Dr Waris. 
A Sinner ſeeking for Heaven and Sal- 
vation, I would not compare to an active 
Gentleman riſing from his Seat, but ra- 
ther to a ſhip-wrecked Mariner, labouring 
to gain ſome Place of Safety: He eſpies 
a large Rock, which rears its Head above 


the boiſterous Flood, to this he bears away, 
and to this he approaches; but whirling 


Winds and daſhing Waves drive him back 
to an unhappy Diſtance : Exerting all his 
Strength, he advances nearer ſtill, and at- 


tempts to climb the deſirable Eminence, 
when a ſweeping Surge interpoſes, and 


drenches himin the rolling Deep: By deter- 
mined Efforts, he recovers the Space he had 
loſt; now he faſtens on the Cliff, and has 
almoſt eſcaped the Danger; but there is 
ſuch a Numbnels in his Limbs, that he 


cannot maintain his Hold, and ſuch an 
impetuous Swell in the Ocean, that he 1s 


once more diſlodged, and plunged afreſh 
into the raging Billows: What can he do? 
His Life, his precious Life is at Stake; 
he mult renew, ſtill renew, and never inter- 
mit his Endeavours; neither let him aban- 
don himſelf to Deſpair; the Maſter ſces 


him amidſt all his fruitleſs Toi; let him 


« cry 
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« cry earneſtly, Livd ſave me, I periſh, and 
% he who commandeth the Winds and the 

„% Waves will put forth his beneficent Hand, 
« will reſcue him from the devouring Sea, 
« and ſet his Feet upon the Rock, enabling 
bim to believe 10 the Salvation of his 
« Soul x. | 
HrRvEv's Theron and Aſpaſio, vol. i. p.237. 

It is now near twenty Years ſince the 
Lord was pleaſed to awaken me out of my 
Lethargy, and call me by his Grace; I was 
living in open Rebellion againſt him, com- 
mitting Sin with Greedineſs; ; making inceſ- 
fant Haſte to Deſtruction, as the Horſe ruſb- 
eth into the Battle? , but I had many Con- 
victions of Sin, Terrors of Conſcience, and 
Fears that I ſhould go to Hell when 4 
Sometimes I wanted to make myſelf belt 
that there was no God, for | thought if th bs 
was, I ſhould be ſorely puniſhed for my Sins; 
but however the atheiſtical Notion laſted but 
a very little whilez for | began thus to think, 
Who makes the Thunder and Lightning, 
and Clouds, and ſends the Rain from Hea- - 
ven? by conſidering of which, bleſſed be 


God, I ſoon gave over that curſed Notion, 


and made ſome Reſolutions to be better; 
bur as they were mace in my own Strength, . 
I very foon broke them, and got into my 
$5: old 

* The farceoing Paragraph is a a ſhort View of m my 


own Experience. 
| Y Jer, viii. i. 6, 
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old Way again, and concluded that I muft 
go to Hell; but it gave me ſome Comfort 
that I ſhould have Plenty of Company; and 
when I was uſed to the Fire, I thought 1 
ſhould be able to bear it; but ſoon after 
that, a Spark of Fire falling on my Hand, 
it pained me prodigiouſly; which made me 
conclude, that the Fire of Hell was intole- 
rable, and impoſſible for me to bear; then 
J ſet upon a Reformation again, but it con- 
tinued but a very ſhort Time; ] foon forgot 
my Vows, and returned to my Folly and 
Wickedneſs again, as he Dog to bis Vomit, 
or the Sow that was waſhed to her allowing 
in the Mire*, 

Sometime after this, I heard a Miniſter 
preach, who told his Hearers, in the Courte 
of his Sermon, that a real Chriſtian could 
have no greater Pleaſure, than to live a ho- 
ly Lite, and ſerve his Maker; theſe Words 
gave me Encouragement, and I outwardly 
reformed again, and began to think, that ic 


was true what the Miniſter faid. 
The Way and Manner the Lord was pleaſ- MW 
ed to call me was in Love, by a fil, mall! 
Voice. One Morning, as Joon as I awaked, 5 
J found ſuch a Joy, Lightſomeneſs, and | I 
Comfort in my Spirits, as though ſomewhat t! 


of Heaven was brought down into my Soul, 


and the lame, the next Morning; but the 
third 


2 2 Pet. ii. 22. 21 Kings xix. 13. 
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third Morning, the comfortable Viſion was 
much abated; the two firſt Mornings I was 
wonderfully pleaſed, and even rejoiced in the 
Lordo. Bur, alas! in leſs than a Year, I had 
terrible Falls and Backſlidings, and began 
to feel the Bitterneſs and Horror of Sin in 

my Soul, and compared it to Poiſon in my 
Breaſt, or Vipers ſtinging me; however, in 
general, for about a Week, I had ſome Com- 
fort, and Hopes of Mercy, and then, about 
the ſame Space or Interval of Time, I was 
in great Diſtreſs of Soul, and in fear that I 
ſhould be eternally loſt, and ſo I continued 
for many Years, 

When a Man 1s thus made fore by the | 
Hand of God, nothing will comfort 15 
nor can there be any Reſt for him, till the 
great Phyſician of Souls applies the Balm of 
Gilead to his conſcience : Riches and Honour 
profit him not; you may as well bring Gold 


and Silver to a Nobleman racked with the 


Gout and Stone: The moſt beautiful rural 
Elyſium in the World, yields no Comfort, 


no Pleaſure, no Peace, nor Satisfaction to 


his diſtreſſed Soul; in a Word, all the Uni- 
verſe can give is, but Vanity of Vanities: and 
like Muſic to dying Men, or Recreation to 
the Damned in Hell. 5 

The unawakened carnal Profeſſor may 


think that Re pentanue 4 is an eaſy Thing, and 
to 


— 
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to be performed whenever he pleaſes; theſe 
falſe Notions make him indulge himſelf in 
Sin, and take his Pleaſure in the Follies and 
Vanities of the World, under Pretence that 
he will ſet about the important Work when 
he grows older: But thoſe who know, by 
Experience, what Conviction of Sin and Re- 
pentance is, form quite a different Idea of 
the Matter; they ſpeak and write of it in a 
different Strain, comparing it even to the 
Diſtreſs of ſhipwrecked Mariners; for what 
can be more dreadful than a Ship on Fire, 
or that hath ſprung.a Leak at Sea, and no 
- Aſſiſtance near? What Diſtreſs, Horror and 
Deſpair muſt the Mariners be in! Such 


Trouble and Anguiſh many a poor Sinner 


finds in his own Soul, when ke 1s ſeeking, in 
good earneſt, Salvation by Jeſus Chiiſt;, and 
ſuch Conflicts have -1 experienced through 


the Courſe of many Years; groaning all the 


Day long, yea, every Breath a Groan. 

In this horrible Mitery, and unſpeakable 
Groaning, lies all the Difficulty z en poor 
awakened Sinner ſtick clote to the Word, 
when Deſpair 1s nigh, for then thou art that 
bruiſed Reed and ſmoaking Flax, which the 
Prophet Iſaiah ſpeaks of *, God and his 
Word is truè and faithiu!, not a Jot or T ite 
tle ſhall fail, or fall to the Ground, but all 
will be made good to the very uttermoſt, re- 


ſpecting both the rig ron and the wicked* | 


* 


* 
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O thou affiied, toſſed with Tempeſts, and 
« not comforted, what good Qualifications 
« are they that thou wouldeſt have, that 
« thou mayeſt be encouraged to lay hold on 

« Chriſt for Salvation? It is likely thou 

« wilt anſwer, in the Bitterneſs of thy Soul: 
« Olet me have firſt, Love to: God and 
« Godlineſs in my Heart, and Freedom 
from mine hateful Heart-riſings againſt 
„ him, and his Service: Let me have ſome 
«* good Thoughts of God, his Juſtice, Mercy, 
« and Holineſs, that I may be able to juſ- 
« tify him, though ne damn me, and that 1 
« may not be Blled with Murmurings, and 
| « helliſh Blaſphemies in my Mind againſt 
| « him: Let me have ſome holy reverential 
Fear of God, and not be of a lighting 
heedleſs Spirir ; I would be more hum- 
bled for Sin, loath ir, and be aſhamed of 
it, and be forry for it with a godly Sorrow, 
not merely becauſe of the Puniſhment, 
but becauſe it grieveth the Holy Spirit 
of God. I would be able to make a will- 
ing and ingenuous Confeſſion of Sin, and 
pour out my Soul to the Lord, in lively 
* affectionate Prayer, for Forgiveneſs, and 
| © to praiſe and glorify him heartily; and 
not be like a lifeleſs Stone, in the Duty 
of Prayer, as I am: Are theſe the Things 
thou delireſt, O poor diſtreſſed Soul? the 
belt Reply I can make, for thy ſpeedy 


Comfort, is to inform thee, that theſe 
« Things 


| 5 ( 86 ) | 
g Things are good, but thy Defires are not 


„ well-rimed; it is unreaſonable for thee to 


« expect theſe holy Qualifications, whilſt 


„ thou art in thy natural State, under the 


« Guilt of Sin, and the Apprehenſion of 


ce the Wrath of God, before thou haſt 7e. 


« ceived the Atonement and ſpiritual Lite, 
« that is, by Chriſt, :zbrough Faith in his 

c Name. ö | 
Sometimes I have been within a Hair*s- 
breadth of utter Deſpair *, and thought that 
| I muſt 


— 


73 Marſhall's Goſpel Myſtery, p. 139. 
e Leſt any of the dear Children of God ſhould be 


uneaſy, becauſe they have not experienced much Hor- 


ror and Anguiſh of Soul, and been in a Manner ſhaken 
over the Mouth of Hell ; let them conſider, that there 
are no Limits to be ſet by us, for God's Dealings with 
his People, either with reſpect to the Length of Time, 
or the Severity of the Chaſtiſements they ſhall ſuf- 
ſer; but, in general, the Work of Grace is progreſ- 
five; ſome are called with a mild and gentle Voice, 
and their Converſion wrought in an ealy Manner; 
others are driven to Mount Sinai, and the Thunder- 
ings and Lightenings of God's Wrath flaſh Confu- 
fon in their Conſciences, and drive them to the 
very Gates of Hell and Deſpair : But the Salvation 
of thoſe who are dealt with in a milder Manner, and 
are poſſeſſed with the leaſt Grain of true Faith, is as 
ſare ; for as the leaſt Drop of Rain is Rain, and the 
ſmalleſt Particle of Gold is Gold, fo the leaſt Grain of 
Grace given, is Glory begun in the Soul, and he who 
oſſeſſeth it will have the full Fruition of it aſter 
Death in the bliſsful Realms of everlaſting Joy. 


Grace will compleat, what Grace begins, 

To ſave from Sorrows and from Sins; 

The Work that Wiſdom undertakes, 
Eternal Mercy ne'er forlakes, Dr WaATTh 


= 
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1 Tu give up all for loſt. When I went 
to Bed, I uſed to pray that I might be dead 
before Morning; and, to my Shame and 
Sorrow I ſpeak it, how wretchedly did I 
murmur at the divine Chaſtiſements, wiſh- 


ing that it would pleaſe God to give me 


Peace, or deſtroy me; I even envied the 
Stones I trod on, and the Beaſts of the 
Earth, becauſe they were at eaſe; but I 
was as miſcrable as it was poſſible for one 
to be out of Hell. A Wretch chained to 
the Galley, or condemned to the Mines for 


| Life, enjoys a perfect Paradiſe, when com- 


pared with the Torment of 4 wounded Spirit; 
I tell you by Experience, and woful Expe- 
rience too, that there is ſomewhat of Hell, 


| and the gnawing of the Worm that never 


dies, in the Conviction of Sin, and true Re- 
pentance for it. 

The Diſtreſs and Sorrow 1s ſo great, that 
it can be expreſſed by none but thoſe who 


experience it. I thought, if the Lord would 


be pleaſed to releaſe me trom the domineer- 
ing Power, the Torment, Plague and Hell of 


| Sin, I cared not where! ſpent the Remainder 


ot my Life, if it was in a Workhouſe, a Pri- 


| ſon, or a Dungeon ; for either of chen would 


be far better than I deſerved. The Horrors 
of Hell ſometimes have been ſo intolerable 


in my Conſcience, that I have roared like a 


Pear bereaved of her Whelps, or like a mad 


Bull baited at the Stake ttung with inex- 


preſſible 
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preſſible Grief and Anguiſh. But, bleſſed 
be God, there were Intermiſſions; for ſome- 
times the Lord was pleaſed to give me a 
little Faith, then I had a Degree of Hope 
and Comfort for ſome Days, and my Diſtreſs 
Was abated; but Unbelief ſoon drove me 
back to an unhappy Diſtance, and I was 
Forced into the rolling Deep, full of Deſpair, 
among theraging Billows of my blaſphemous 
Thoughts, Lults and Corruptions ; which 
made me cry out, with an exceeding bitter 
Cry, Save me, Lord, or I periſh. 

- Bleſſed be God, for enabling me to bear 
my Sorrow, and for ſpeaking comfortably 
to me in his ſacred Word; for I found great 
Strength and Conſolation in the following 
Texts of Holy Scripture, J/a xlviii. 10. 
chap. liv. 11 chap. xl. 31. chap. xlix. 15, 
b. 12,13. Lee iv. 18. Heb. xii. 5, 6. 
1 Pet. iv. 12, 13. Rev. iii. 19. and James i. 2. 

He thai feareth the Lord and walketh in 
Darkneſs, and hath no Light, let him truſt in 
the Name of the Lord, and ſtay himſelf upon 
his God *; and the Conſequence is he Hall 
not be aſhamed *;, which, the Lord be praiſ- 
ed, I now experience to my great Comfort, 
It is of the Lord's Mercies that we are not con- 
ſumed, becauſe his Compaſſions fail not. They 
are new every Morning; great is thy Faithful- 
neſs. The Lord is my Portion, ſaith my Soul, 
therefore 


f Ifa. l. 10. 5 8 Chap: xlix. 230 
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therefore will 7 hope in him, The Lord is good 
unto them that wait for him, to the Soul that 
feeketh him. It is good that a Man ſhould 
both hope and quietly wait for the Salvation of 
the Lord; for the Lord will not caſt off for 


ever. But though he cauſe Grief, yet will be 


have Compaſſion, according to the Multitude of 
bis Mercies. For he d»th not Miet willingly, 
nor grieve the Children of Men", I do not 
know any Cordial in the Book of God more 
reviving and comfortable to thoſe that have 
been made truly fin-fick, and afterwards 


| have, in ſome Meaſure, experienced a Cure, 


than carefully to conſider David's Affliction, 
Job's fore Troubles, and St Paul's bitter 
Groans, and then they will not h it ſtrange 
concerning the fiery Trial. For God vill try 
his People, as Gold and Silver is tried in the 
Furnace : Therefore, the Bible is a Feaſt 
for all that are under the afflicting Hand of 
the Almighty: And it is very neceſſary, that 
we ſhould have a Taſte of the Gall and Bite 
terneſs which is in Sin, in order to make us 
praiſe delivering Mercy and forgiving Grace, 
and to prepare our Souls for that Joy and 
Peace which paſſeth all Underſtanding ; and it 
1s certain, that every Child of God expe- 
riences more or leſs of this divine Correc- 
tion, which is mentioned in the ſacred Scrip- 
tures, before it is given him to believe in 
Jeſus Chriſt. 
Some 


9 Law.. 19—26, 31,32, 33. Pet. iv. 12. 
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| Some People think that St Paul, in the 
ſeventh Chapter of Romans, is not peaking 
of himſelf, but of another Man, although, 
in that very Chapter, he mentions himſelf 
above thirty times, by the Words, I, me, my- 
ſelf; and indeed every one, who is quicken- 


ed by the Spirit of the living God, finds 


ſomething of the Warfare there ſpoken of, 
in his own Breaſt; for the Fleſh luſteth againſt 
the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the Fleſh, 
_ Notwithſtanding ſome People imagine, that 
they find ſo much Goodnels in themſelves 
as not to acknowledge this Truth, yer I find 


to much Wickedneſs in My Heart, thatI am 


conſtrained to ſay, with St Paul, 0 wretched 


Man that I am! 
I am very ſorry to ſee modern Chriſtians ſo 


much divided as they are in their Sentiments; 


I wou!d humbly hope, there are many dear 


Children of God of almoſt every Denomina- 


tion; for my Part J am of opinion, there is 
ſomething truly good, in every Chriſtian Sect 


or Party; but to Hem only that love our Lord 
eſus Chriſt in Sincerity, I would give the right 
Hand of Fellowſhip. 
I can ſafely declare, that the Truths con- 
tained in the before-mentioned ſeventh Chap- 


ter of the Romans, with which the Quotation 


from Mr Herve agreeth, correſpond with 
what I have experienced | in my own Soul, 
Times without Number. As long as we 


continue carnal and unconverted, we reſt ſa- 
tisſied 
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tisfed in our natural Eſtate; while the Prong 
Man keepeth his Palace, bis Goods are in 
Peace; but when a ſtronger than he ſhall come 
with divine Grace, and touch our Hearts, 
then the Spirituality of the Law will be ſer 
home to our Conſciences; then, and not till 
then, we ſhall feel the Warfare begin, and 


all the Powers of Earth and Hell will 


be in an Uproar againſt us: When a Man 
is brought to this Experience, he will then 
ſee what a Wretch he 1s by Nature, and ab- 
hor himſelf as the vileſt of the Vile; and 


confeſs that all his Righteouſneſſes are as filthy 
Rags: He is ſenſible that he is a loft Sinner 


by Nature, and feels the Plague of his own 


Heart's Guilt and Unbelief; he directly 
drops the proud Phariſee's Opinion, God J 
thank thee for my good Works and Merits; 
now he prays in the Language of the Publi- 
can, God be merciful to me, a Sinner: Now 
his Pride is taken down, and he is humbled 
to the very Duſt; Sin has ſlain him, and 
made him ſenſible of the Concupiſcence of 
his Nature; that pure and holy Law, by 
which he thought to earn Salvation, he now 
finds a Killing Letter: that works Death in 
him: Now the Man is brought to his true 
Senſes, and puts all his Hope and Truſt in 
him, who 7s the End of the Law for Righteouſ- 
neſs; and although he neither loves nor al- 
lows Sin, he cannot get rid of it; but it 
plagues him out of meaſure, and makes him 


cry 
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cry out, in the Bitterneſs of his Soul, Mat 
T1 bate that do I. —He ſees that the Law is 
pure and holy, and his own Nature vile and 
abominable; ſo that he has not the leaſt 
Hopes of Salvation by the Deeds of the Lacw. 
When a Man is brought to feel and ex- 
perience Sin in this Senſe, he will hate and 
abhor it, and be as deſirous to be ſaved from 
it in this Life as from Hell in the World to 
come. And notwithſtanding this wonderful 
Conflict and Trouble, he knows that Sin is not 
imputed to him, which makes him conclude 
with Thanks and Praiſe to God, through 
| 6 Chriſt our Lord, that he ſerveth God in 
is new Nature, but with the old the Law of 
__ 
Such, my Friend, ſo painful, ſo aſſidu- 
* gus, are frequently the Conflicts of an 
% awakened Sinner, before it is given him 
ti toreſt, in peaceful Security, on the Rock 
«of Ages, Chriſt Jeſus; of this you may, 
“ {ome Time or other, be aſſured, not only 
* from my Lips, but from your own Expe- 
e. 
Having related ſome Part of my own Ex- 
Perience, I ſhall now inſert a few Para- 
graphs of the Experience of One, who was 


an eminent Behever. in the Lord Jeſus, a 
Lady 
* 8 s Theron and Afpaſe bs, vol, 1. 
1 See Mrs Rowe's Devout Exerciſes of the Heart, 
Set. 13. entitled, The Abſence of God on Earth, p. 47. 
and Sect. 17. entitled, Secking after an abſent God, p· bo. 
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Lady of great and ſingular Piety, of Heart 
as well as Life. 

« What is Hell? What is Damnation, 
« but an Excluſion from thy Preſence ? 
« It is the Want of that which gives the 
Regions of Darkneſs all their Horror. 
„ What is Heaven? What is the Satis- 
« faction of Angels, but the Views of thy 
« Glory? What, but thy Smiles and Com- 
« placence, are the Springs of their immor- 
« tal Tranſports ? 

« Without the Light of thy Countenance, 
« what Privilege is my Being ? What 
« canſt thou thyſelf give me to countervail 
« the infinite Loſs? Could the Riches, the 
« empty Glories, and. infipid Pleaſures of 
« the World, recompenſe me for it? Ah! 
«© no. Not all the Variety of the Creation 
« could fatisfy me, while I am d=prived of 
« Thee: Let the ambitious, the licentious, 
« and covetous, ſhare theſe Trifles among 
* themſelves; they are no Amuſements for 


| © my dejected Thoughts, 


„There was a Time (but ah! that happy 
Time is paſſed, thoſe bliſsful Minutes 
gone) when, with a modeſt Aſſurance, I 
could call thee, my Father, my Almighty 
Friend, my Defence, my Hope, and my 
excceding great Reward: Bur thoſe 
glorious Advantages are loſt ; thoſe ra- 
viſhing Proſpects withdrawn, and to my 

„ trembling Soul, thou doſt no more ap- 

i 1 Pear, 
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ear, but as a conſuming Fire, an inac- 
ceſſible Majeſty, my ſevere Judge, and 
my omnipotent Adverſary; and who ſhall 
deliver me out of thy Hands? Where 
ſhall I find a Shelter from thy Wrath ? 
What Shades can cover me from thy all. 
ſeeing Eye? —But will the Logp caſt off 
for ever? Will he be favourable no 
more? Has God indeed forgotten to be 
gracious? Will he ſhut out my Prayer 
for ever, and muſt I never behold _ 
Maker J Muſt I never mcet thoſe Smiles 
that fill the heavenly Inhabitants with 
unutterable Joys ? 
enlighten the celeſtial Region, and make 
everlaſting Day above? In vain then 
have thele wretched Eyes beheld the 


Light, 


ing Curles, if I muſt never ſce the Face 
of God? 

« have waited for thee as they that wait 
for the Morning, and thy: Returns are 


more welcome than the ſpringing Day- 


light, after the Horrors of a melancholy 


Night; more welcome than Eaſe to the 
Sick, than Water to the Thirſty, or Reſt 


to the weary Traveller, How undone 
In vain, while thou 
the World bath tried to en- 


wert ablent, 
All it could offer was like 


tertain me: 


Thoſe Smiles, which 


in vain am I endued with reaſon- 
able Facultirs and immortal Principles: 
Alas! what will they prove but everlaſt- 
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Jeſts to dying Men, or like Recreations 
to the damned Soul. On thy Favour 
alone my Tranquillity depends; deprived 
of that, ſhould ſigh for „ in 
the midſt of Paradiſe: y Loving- 
kindneſs 1s better than 1 and if a 
Taſte of thy Love be thus tranſporting, 
what Extaſies ſhall I know, when I drink 
my Fill of the Streams of Bliſs that flow 
from thy Right- hand for ever?“ 

« Oh! let not the Lord be angry, and 
I, who am but Duſt, will ſpeak. Why 
doſt thou withdraw thyſelf, and ſuffer 
me to purſue thee in vain? If I am ſure 
rounded with thy Immenſity, why am! 
thus inſenſible of thee? Why do I not 
find thee, if thou art every where preſent? 
1 ſearch thee in the Temple where thou 
Haſt often met me; there have I ſeen the 


Traces of thy Majeſty and B-auty ; bur 


thoſe facred Viſions bleſs my Sight n0 
more. I ſearch thee in my ſecret Retite- 
ments, where I have called upon thy 
Name, and have often heard the Whif- 
pers of thy Voice; that celeſtial Conver- 
jation hath often reached and enraptured 
my Soul, but I am ſolaced no more with 
thoſe divine Condeſcenſions; I liſten, 
but I hear thoſe gentle Sounds no more; 
I pine and languiſh, but thou flieſt me; 
ſtill I wither in thy Abſence, as a droop- 


« 10g Plant for the reviving Sun. 
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6 O when wilt thou ſcatter this melan- 


choly Darkneſs? When ſhall the Sha- 


dows flee before thee? When ſhall the 
cheerful Glory of thy Grace dawn upon 
my Mind at thy Approach? TI ſhall re- 
vive at thy Light; my vital Spirits will 
confeſs thy Preſence ; Grief and Anxiety 
will vaniſh before thee, and immortal 
Joys ſurround my Soul. 

«© Where thou art preſent, Heaven and 
Happineſs enſue; Hell and Damnation 
fills the Breaſt, where thou art abſent, 
While God withdraws, I am encompaſſed 
with Darkneſs and Deſpair ; the Sun and 
Stars ſhine with an uncomfortable Luſtre; 
the Faces of my Friends grow tireſome ; 
the Smiles of Angels would fail to chear 
my languiſhing Spirit: [ grow unac- 


quainted With Tranquillicy; Peace and 


Joy are empty Sounds to me, and Words 


without a Meaning. 
« Tell me not of Gloty and Pleaſure, 


there are no ſuch Things without my 


God; while he withdraws, what Delight 
can theſe Trifles afford? All that amuſes 


Mank ind are but Dreams of Happineſs, 


Shades and fantaſtic Appearances: What 


Compenſation can they make for an In- 
finite Good departed? All Nature can- 


not repair my Loſs: Heaven and Earth 
would offer their Treaſures in vain; not 


all che Kingdoms of this World, nor the 
| « Thrones 
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Thrones of Archangels, could give me 
a Recompenſe for an abſent God. 

% O where can my Griet find Redreſs ? 


whence can I draw Satisfaction, when the 


Fountain of Joy ſeals up its Streams ? 
My Sorrows are hopeleſs till he return 
without him my Night will never ſee a 
Dawn, but extend to everlaſting Dark- 
neſs: Content and Joy will be eternal 
Strangers to my Breaſt. Had I all 
Things within the Compaſs of Creation 
to delight me, his Frowns would blaſt 
the whole Enjoyment; unreconciled to 
God, my Soul would be for ever at 
Variance with itſelf. 


«© Even now, while I believe, thy Glory 


hid from me, but with a tranſient Eclipſe, 
while I wait for thy Return as for the 
dawning Day, my Soul ſuffers inexpreſ- 
ſible Agonies at the Delay; the Minutes 
ſeem to linger, and Days are lengthened 
into Ages: But, Lord, what keener 
Anguiſh ſhould I feel, did 1 think thy 
Preſence had totally forſaken me; did 


imagine thy Glory ſhould no more 


ariſe on my Soul ? My Spirits fails at the 
Suppoſition; I cannot face the dreadful 
Apprehenſions of my God for ever gone. 
Is it not Hell in its moſt horrid Proſpect? 
Eternal Darkneſs, and the undving 
Worm, infinite Ruin, and irreparable 


Damage? Compared to this, what were 


E « all 
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all the Plagues that Earth could threaten, 


or Hell invent? What is Diſgrace, and 
Poverty, and Pain? What is all that 
Mortals fear, real or imaginary Evils ? 
They are Nothing compared to the Ter- 


rors which the Thought of loſing my 


God excites. 
« O Thou who art my boundleſs Trea- 


ſure, my infinite Delight, my All, my | 


ineffable Portion, can I part with T hee? 
I may ſee without Light, and breathe 
without Air, ſooner than be bleſſed with- 
out my God, Happinels, ſeparate from 
thee, were a Contradiction, an Impoſſi- 
bility, (if I dare ſpeak it) to Omnipo- 
tence itſelf. I feel a Flame, which the 
moſt glorious Creation could not ſatisfy ; 
an Emptineſs, which nothing but Infi- 


* nite Love could fill. I muſt find thee, 


or weary myſelf in an eternal Purſuit. 
Nothing ſhall divert me in the endleſs 
Search; no Obſtacle ſhall fright me back, 
no Allurement withhold me; Nothing 


ſhall flatter or relieve my Impatience; 
my Bliſs, my Heaven, my All depends 


on the Succeſs. Shew me where thou 


« art, O my God, conduct me into thy 


Cc 
ow 


Preſence, and „let thy Love n. me 


there for ever.“ 
It is a Matter of no ſmall Grief to me, 


When I conſider how difficult a Thing it 1s 
to find a true Chriſtian Friend to accom- 


pany 


Cd. 
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| pany me in my Pilgrimage; there being 


many profeſſed, but few real Friends; for 
the God of this World hath blinded their 
Minds, and keeps them faſt aſleep in his 
Arms: And if you ſay any Thing to them, 
concerning the Salvation of their Souls, they 
will tell you, that they hope to be ſaved; 
and if you aſk them in what Chapter or 


_ Verſe of Scripture they find Comfort, How 


readeſt thou? they will ſtare at you, as tho“ 


they ſaw the Leproſy riſe up in your Forehead, 


and directly condemn you for a Methodiſt; 
for they take little or no Notice of the 
Scriptures, having no Love to God and 
his Ways; only they would have a little 
Religion to cheat the Devil, if it was poſ- 
ſible, and get ſlily into Heaven“: They 


vote ſtrongly for Juſtification and Salvation, 


but not at all for Sanctification; neither 
do they take the Bible for their Rule and 
Guide, but act as inconſiſtently to all com- 
mon Senſe and Reaſon, as if a Sailor, when 
he has launched out ſome Hundred Leagues 
from Land, ſhould throw overboard, or 
entirely diſregard his Quadrant and Com- 
paſs, and depend upon his own Judgment 
to ſteer the Remainder of his Courſe to the 
deſired Haven. 

D 2 And 
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] would refer all ſuch People to Hervey's Contem- 
plations on the Night, Allo, Marſhall's Gofpes Myſtery of 
Sanctiſication. - 


And thoſe who take delight in the Ser- 
vice of God, and deſire, with their whole 
Hearts, to obey his Precepts, and give 
themſelves wholly up to Chriſt, to be go- 
verned by him, and are deſirous, that he 
ſhould be their King to reign over them, 
and ſave them from Sin as well as from 
Hell, are cenſured by the World for me- 
Jancholy Hypocrites, who would impoſe 
too much Strictneſs on themſelves, and take 
no Pleaſure in the World. One damns me 
for a Fool, another calls me a Methodiſt, 
and a Third cries out, This Fellow is al- 

ways talking about Religion, a Thing I 
know and care nothing about: But is not 

Religion worth knowing and caring about? 

It is called by Infinite Wiſdom the One 
Thing needful, God has ſent his Servants, 

the Prophets and Apoſtles, and hath given 
us His only begotten Son, who procured us that 

divine Revelation, contained in the Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New Teſtament, mak- 
ing known unto us the whole Counſel of his 
Fill, and yet little Regard is paid to it: 
Do ye thus _—_ the Lord, O fooliſh Peo- 
ple and unwiſe ? 

There is no Man, who is endued with 
common Senſe, and who makes uſe of his 
Reaſon, but will acknowledge, that the 
Sun in the Heavens is the moſt beauriful, 

_ glorious, and uſeful Thing in the Creation; 
it gives light to our bodily Eyes, by which 
| We 
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and prevents us from running into the molt 


imminent Danger, which Darkneſs Would 


expoſe us to: It cheriſheth the whole Globe 
of the Earth, ſo that it brings forth Vege- 
tables of every Kind, for the Food of Man 
and Beaſt: fit warms and comforts every 


Animal, yea, every Thing that has Life: — 


And are not the Holy Scriptures (that pre- 
cious Book of God) as valuable? Yes, 


verily they are, and infinitely more ſo, as 


they ſhew us by Faith the Sun of Righ- 


'* - teouſnels, teach us how to riſe out of the 


Ruins of the Fall, and become the Sons of 
God, and Heirs to an invaluable Crown, 
that will never fade away: In a Word, 
they are a Lamp unto our beet, and a Light 
unto our Path, to direct us in the plain 
Way to the Kingdom of eternal Glory. 

I greatly eſteem that old faſhioned Book 
the Bible, although coo many People think 


it not worth their Notice; for it tells me 


many lovely pleaſing Stories of thoſe excel- 
lent Men, whom I deſire to make my Ex- 
ample, Let us lee what Delight they took 


in the Service of God.=O bow [ love thy. 


Law ] it is my Meditation all the Day, I love 


thy Commandments above Gold ; yea, above fine 


Gold*®, How ſweet are thy Words unto my 
3 Taſte! 


Ly "IF 


" Plalm cxix. 97. Ver. 127, 


we are enabled to do our neceſſary Buſineſs; 


%s 
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Taſte ! yea, ſweeter than Honey to my Mouth”, 
Thy Words were found, and. I did eat them; 
and thy Word was unto me the Joy and Re- 
joicing of mine Heart *%, 1 have eſteemed the 
Words of his Mouth more than my neceſſary 
Food", | e 

Let us ſee farther the Commands of 


God, to read and ſearch the Scriptures *, and 


be diligent in the Means of Grace.- 
This Book of the Law ſhall not depart out of 
thy Mouth; but thou ſhalt meditate therein 


Day and Night *, that thou mayeſt obJerve to 
do 


P Pſalm cxix. 103. . 16. 

ri. 22. John v. 39. 

ll ſhould be very ſorry to lay a Snare for any Man; 
therefore, let him that readeth underſtand, and not think 

that theſe Scriptures, or any other, mean that a man 


—— at 


ſhould negle& his worldly Calling and neceſſary Bu- 


ſineſs; no, they mean that he.ſhould mind the Affairs 

of his Soul, the One Thing needful; and alſo labour with 
his Hands for his daily Bread; and this would cut 
off all his Connexion with the Follies and Vanities 
of the World; and we can take no fitter Perſon than 
the Apoſtle Paul for our Example and Imitation; for 


he laboured Night and Day in the Goſpel, 1 The. ii. 


9. and alſo for Bread to ſatisfy Nature, Acts xx. 34. 
'The eſtabliſhed Law of the Court of Heaven is, he 
that will not work, neither ſhould he eat, 2 Thefl. iii. 10. 


We ſhould be very careful how we read the Scrip- 


tures, and pray heartily to God, that he would en- 
lighten our Underſtanding, and teach us the ſpiritual 


Meaning of them, and not be like an excommuni— 


cated Infidel (whom I took Notice of the other Day, 


in 


( 103 ) 
do according to all that is written therein *. 
We muſt cry after Knowledge; and lift up 
our Voice for Underſtanding, leek her as Sil- 
ver, and ſearch for her as for hid Treaſures", 
Thou ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy 
Children, and fhalt talk of them, when thou 
fitteſt in thine Houſe, and when thou walkeſt 
by the May, and when thou lieſt down, and 
when thou riſeſt up. And thou ſhalt write them 
upon the Poſts of thy Houſe, and on thy Gates", 
For then thou ſhalt make thy Way proſperous, 
and then thou ſhalt have good Succeſs *. 
If the Writings contained in the Law 
and the Prophets were ſo worthy of Study 
E 4 Day 


in a judicious Author) who read theſe Words, in Matt. 
xxii. 40. Hang all the Law and the Prophets, and then 
ſaid, that the Old Teſtament is now to be utterly 
condemued and laid aſide. 
I heard of a Story, or rather a Matter of Fact, ſome 
Time ago, of a Woman reading theſe Words, in 
Matt. v. 29, 30. VJ thy right Eye offend thee, pluck it out, 
and caſt it from thee ; and if thy right Hand offend tlie, cut it 
off, and caſt it from thee, who underſtood the Meaning of 
this Scripture ſo very badly (being groſsly ignorant 
in ſpiritual Matters) that ſhe actually endeavoured to 
cut her Hand off, and really did mangle it in a dread- 
ful Manner, and was obliged to be ſent to the Hoſ- 
pital to be cured of her Wounds; not conſidering, 
that all thoſe who are willing to part with their Sins, 
which are as dear to them as their right Hands, or 
nrigbt Eyes, may ſtill retain their natural Eyes and 
* Hands, | | 8 
t Joſh. i. 8. u Prov. ii. 3, 40 
* Deut. vi. 77 9. 2 Joſh. 1 8. | 
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Day and Night, how much more worthy 
of our Reading and Regard muit the whole 
Bible be, now the Canon of Scripture is 
compleated ! 15 | 

Let thoſe Perſons, who think a few out- 
ward Duties will make them Chriſtians, 
conſider what our Bl:fl:d Lord ſays him- 
ſelf: Match therefore, for ye know neither 
the Day nor the Hour, wherein the Son of Man 
cometh", At Even, or at Midnight, or at the 
Cock-crowing, or in the Morning; leſt, coming 
Suddenly, be find you ſleeping : And what I ſay 
unto you, I ſay unto ALL, Watch", Ex- 
cept ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh *. 
Verily, I ſay unto you, Except ye be converted, 
and become as little Children, Je ſhall not enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven. Verily, Verily, 
1 ſay unto thee, Except a Man be born of Water, 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of Goa®. 

| heartily wiſh and pray, that the Lord 
would be pleaſed to bleſs theſe Scriptures 
to many precious Souls, and make them a 
Means to ſweep away the Refuge of Liese, and 
of fleeing to the City of Retuge, before 


the Avenger of Blood overtakes them“. 
EY As 


——_ 


y Matt. xxv. 13. 2 Mark xlii. 35—37. 
2 Luke xiii. g. b Matt, xv iii. i. 

© Tohn iii. 5. 4 Ifa, xxviii. 17. 
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As Man hath no more Title to the King- 
dom of Heaven by Nature than I have to 
the Crown of England, ſo I have no Hopes 
of your Salvation, except I can beat you off 
from your own ſuppoſed Goodneſs ; I might 
as well expect that God will tranſlate me 
into Heaven, without paſſing through the 
Valley of the Shadow of Death. I apprehend 
I am by Nature as good as any other Man, 
yea, ] have been reſtrained from running 
uch great Lengths of outward Wickedneſs 
as many do; yet, to tel] you the Truth, I 
have-often thought myſelf to be worſe than 
the very Devil himſelf *. 5 
Adam, by his Tranſgreſſion, brought «Curl 
on himſelf and all his Poſterity; "and even 
the Earth, the very Ground he trod on, 
was Curſed for his Sake; hence learn, Reader, 
that we muſt be converted; the ſpiritual 
Nativity, which our bleſſed Lord mentions, 
muſt paſs upon us, or we cannot be ſaved; 
for if we die out of Chriſt, that is, withour 
being born again of the Spirit, there is no 
Heaven and Salvation for us; ; no, no more 
than there 1s for the Devil, and damned Spi- 
rits. The Scriptures mention only Heaven 
and Hell in the World to come, as the States 
of ſeparate Souls; and if we believe not in 


on Chriſt with a ſaving Faith, we Hall die 
E 5 in 


8 


* 


* Obſerve, reſtraining is no part of ſaving Grace. 
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in our Sins. Thou rotten-hearted painted 
Hypocrite, probably thou mayeſt ſay, as 


one lately ſaid to me, © 7 do not rob or mur. 


ce der any Body; hence you may buoy your- 


ſelf up with Hopes that you are not ſo bad 


as ſome others; but it is your own Ignor- 
ance that makes you think ſo; and if you 


do not learn better, you will bring yourſelf 


into everlaſting Perdition. Ye make clean 
the Ouiſide of the Veſſel, and indeed it may 
appear beautiful, 5 within ye are full of 
all Uncleanneſs*. Even the very vileſt Ra- 


vening and Wickedneſs , and like a Cage of 


unclean Birds, full of Deceit', If you thus 
reject God's Way of Salvation, your Dam- 
nation will be juſt, irrecoverable, and eter- 
nal. For my Part, I count myſelf utterly 
Joſt and undone by Nature; therefore I 
gladly accept of God's appointed Way of 
Salvation, and deſire, with my whole Heart, 
to be the Subject of Juſtification and Sanc- 
tification, as inſeparably united, and wholly 
to lean on our glorious Surety, and Law- 


fulfilling Prieſt, for Juſtification and com- 


pleat Salvation. 


For GOD was manifeſt in the Fleſh, i. 
fied in the Spirit, ſeen of Angels, preached un- 


to the Gentiles, believed on in the World, re- 


ceived up into Glory*. In very Deed, dwelt 
| with 


* 


—_— —— 


5 John viii. 24. 8 Matt. x X111, 23. 
"go xi. 39. Jer. v. 27. 
* Tim. iii. 16. 
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with Men on the Earth i. And every one who 
believes in Jeſus Chriſt all be ſaved, but 
thoſe who do not believe; ſhall be damned *: 
To be a Chriſtian, and know the Mind 
and Will of God, doth not conſiſt in human 
Learning; Peter and John were unlearned 
and ignorant Men. But they had been with 
Jeſus, and were * taught, and made 
wiſe unto Salvation. 

Learning is good 1 in its Place, if rightly 
uſed, but if not, it only puffs Men up, 
blinds their Eyes, and makes them proud. 
I myſelf am a Man but of a mean Capacity, 
and my Gifts are very ſmall, but I believe, 
| that through the Grace of our Lord Jeſus 
| Chriſt, 1 ſhall be ſaved even as others*. For 

God bath choſen the fooliſh Things of the World 
to confound the wiſe; and God hath choſen the 
weak Things of the World to confound the 
Things which are mighty ; and will bring to 
nought the Underſtanding of the Prudent, that 
no Fleſh ſhould glory in his Preſence?. God 
hides his Secrets from the Wiſe, the Proud, 
and Learned, and reveals hem unto Babes 4, 
The way- -faring Men, thowgh Fools, ſhall not 
err therein", And if your Paſtors do not 
teach and enforce theſe ſcriptural Truths, 

you 


1 2 Cor, vi. 18. m Mark xvi. 16. 
n Acts iv. 13. K 
P 1 Cor. i. 19, 27, 29. 2 Luke x. 21. 

r Ia, xxxv. 8. 
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you have your Bibles, and may read them 
there yourſelves, and put them into Prac- 
tice: For the Prophets prophecy ſmooth 
Things, Deceits and Lies, in the Name of 
the Lord *; and the People love to have it ſo*, 
And even in this our Day, a Miniſter, who 
preaches the Goſpel, is, by the World, ſtig- 
matized for a Methodiſt ; and as the King of 
IJſrael ſaid ot Micaiah *, they hate him, be- 
cauſe he doth not propheſy that they ſhall be 
ſaved in their Sins. 

Carnal ignorant Perſons have a great Opi- 
nion of learned Men, and a very fooliſh 
Opinion it is; for a Man may have a very 
fine Genius, an extraordinary Capacity, fo 
that he may arrive at the higheſt Degree of 
human Learnivg, and write and ſpeak cor- 
rectly almoſt every Language in the World; 
and yet know nothing of {ſpiritual Things, 
any mere than a Ch:Jd of Ten or Twelve 
Months old: It is a Myſtery, that the 
Prin es of Tunis World know nothing of; 
God revealeth his Secrets by his Spirit for 
the Things of God knoweth no Man, but by 
the Spirit of God. 

No human Learning can convince a Man 
of Sin, open his Eyes, take away the Veil 

from his Heart, and give him ſpiritual Diſ- 
cernment to underſtand the Scriptores, 
_ Learn- 


* Ifa. xxx. 10. Jer, xiv, 14. Jer. r. 31. 
v 1 Kings xxii. 8. V Cor. ii. 11. 
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Learning, as I ſaid before, is very good in 
its Place, and I wiſh that I had more of it 


than J have, but it would not make me any 


better Chriſtian. That Text in the Second 
of Peter, chap. iii. 16. is perverted,. when it 
is explained to have an Alluſion to human 
Learning. The Lord reſpecteth not any that 
are wiſe of Heart — The Scribes and Pha- 
riſees were Men of great Learning, and the 
greateſt Enemies to Jeſus Chriſt and his 
Goſpel, as many are at this Day. A Man 
may be regularly educated at the Univer- 
ſity, go through all the Arts and Sciences, 
enter into Orders, execute the Office of a 
Miniſter, and be preferred to the Title of 
Doctor of Divinity; and afterwards arrive 
at the higheſt Honour and Dignity in the 
Miniſtry, even to that of Right Reverend 
Father in God Lord Archbiſhop, yet all 
this will avail him nothing ; for if the Grace 
of God has not touched his Heart, he is a 
Novice in Spirituals. The greateft Philo- 


ſopher in the World, unregenerated, comes 


under this Character. The Word of God 
proves and confirms this Truth“, and all 
the Men in the World cannot confute it. 
When the Diſciples of the Lord healed 
the impotent Man, by the Power of Jeſus, 
whom the Jews had cruelly crucified, the 
Prieſts threatened, and commanded them not 


10 


15 


Job xxxvii. 24. ? I Cor. ii. 14. 
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o ſpeak at all, nor teach in the Name of Je- 
ſus *; and thus the World hateth to have 
Teſus exalted, and themſelves abaſed; but 
a faithful Miniſter will anſwer, with Peter 
and John, and ſay, Whether it be right in the 


Sight of God to pearken unto you more than 
unto God, judge ye. The good Shepherds 


will not ceaſe 70 preach Jeſus, and feed the 
Flock of God; and God has ſeverely threat- 
ened them that do not feed them: Thus ſaith 
the Lord God unto the Shepherds; Wo be to 
the Shepheras of Iſrael that do feed themſelves ; 
ſhould not the Shepherds feed the Flocks? Ye 
eat the Fat, and ye clothe you with the Wool, 
ye kill them that are fed; but ye feed not the 
Flock. The diſeaſed have ye not ſtrengthened, 
neither have ye healed that which was ſich, 
neither have ye bound up that which was brok- 
en, neither have ye brought again that which 
das driven away, neither have ye ſought that 
which was loſt; but with Force and with 
_ Cruelty have ye ruled them*, Theſe Words, 


which the Holy Ghoſt ſpoke by the Mouth 


of the Prophet, are a juſt Charge, a true 
Repreſentation of the greater Part of thoſe 
who call themſelves Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
at this Day. They are Hirelings, and not 


Shepherds, and care not for the Flock; the 


Wolf of Heli may devour them, if they 
themſclves get but the Fleece. 
. As 


—B Am Ad 


2 Acts iv. 17, 18. à Ver, 19. 
Ezek, xxxiv. 2—4. | | 
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As we have a plentiful Harveſt, let us 
earneſtly pray to ihe Lord of the Harveſt, that 
he would ſend Abundance of faithful La- 
bourers into his Harveſt, for it is dreadful 
to think, what a ſad Account theſe Intrud- 
ers will have to give to he righteous Fudge 
of Duick and Dead. wo 
I would heartily recommend to every 
Man, who takes upon himſelf the Office of 
a Miniſter, that excellent and incomparable 
Book, the Reverend Dr Martin. Lutber's 
Commentary on St Paul's Epiſtle tothe Ga- 
latians. Martin Lutber, that great Divine, 
and Champion for Chriſt, and his Truths, 
oppoſed the whole Roman Empire, and 
preached againſt their licentious Indulgen- 
ces, and curſed Practices; he bid defiance 
to the Pope, and all his Rabble; in ſhort, 
he feared neither Men nor Devils; but ſtood 
up for the Truths of the glorious Goſpel of 
the bleſſed God, although the Enemies were 
numberleſs who oppoſed him; he knew in 
ꝛ0 hom he had believed, and depended on the 
Divine Faithfulneſs; hence he gloried in 
Perſecution, giving his Followers Encou- 
ragement, from the divine and infallible 
Word, which aſſureth us, that thoſe who 
truſt in God hall never be confounded : God 
is our Refuge and Strength, a very preſent 
Help in Time of Trouble; therefore will we 
not fear, though the Earth be removed, and 
though 
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though the Mountains be carried into the Viidſ 
of the Sea; though the Waters thereof roar, 
and be troubled , though the Mountains ſhake 
with the Swellmg thereof *, He was ſenſi- 
ble, by believing, if the Devil played his 


Whole Artillery on him, it was out of his 


Power to hurt him, except God permitted 
it, (A Tyrant, who was an Emperor, 
ſwore, that he would ride up to his Horſe's 
Spurs in Lutheran Blood; but he died a 
Spectacle of Divine Vengeance, with his 
Blood ſtreaming out of the Pores of his 
Body.) 

Luther had ſuch a paſſionate Love for the 
Bible, that he declared, he would not take 
a King's Ranſom for one Leaf of it. I do 
not ſay, that he is an infallible Author, but, 
in genera], his Book contains as ſound Di- 
vinity as any in the World; there you may 
ſee Law and Goſpel in their proper Places 
illuſtrated and ſet forth in a gloricus and 
clear Light. The late eminent and faithful 


Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, the Reverend Mr 
John Bunyan, recommended it next to the 


Bible. I will quote a Paſſage of it, for 1 
have often read it with Pleaſure and De- 
— 1 

« The Uſe of the Law, faith Luther, is 


« divine and ſpiritual, which is, (as Paul 


„ ſaith) to increaſe Tranſgreſſions; that is 
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to ſay, to reveal unto a Man his Sin, his 
Blindneſs, his Miſery, his Impiety, Ig- 
norance, Hatred and Contempt of God, 
Death, Hell, the Judgment and deſerved 
Wrath of God. Of this Uſe the Apoſtle 
intreateth notably in the Seventh to the 


Romans, This is altogether unknowa ta 


Hypocrites, to the Popiſh Sophiſters and 
School- Divines, and to all thar walk in 
the Opinion of the Righteouſneſs of the 
Law, or of their own Righteouſneſs : 

But to the End that God might bridle 
and beat down this Monſter, and this mad 
Beaſt (I mean the Preſumption of Man's 
Righteouſneſs and Religion) which na- 
turally maketh Men proud, and puffeth 
them up, in ſuch Sort, that they think 
themſelves thereby to pleaſe God highly; 
it behoveth him to tend ſome Hercules, 
which might ſet upon this Monſter, with 
all Force and Courage, to overthrow 
him, and utterly to deſtroy him; that is 
to fay, he was conſtrained to give a Law 
in Mount Sinai, with ſo great Majeſty, 
and with ſo terrible a Show, that the 
whole Multitude was aſtoniſhed 4. | 
This, as it is the proper and the prin- 
cipal Uſe of the Law, lo is it very profi- 
table, and alſo moſt neceſſary. For if 


any be not a Murderer, an Adulterer, a 
* Thief, 


5 „ . 
* Exodus, Chapters xix, and xx, 
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Thief, and outwardly refrain from Sin, 
ce as the Phariſee did, which is mentioned 
in the Goſpel, he would ſwear (becauſe 
& he is poſſeſſed with the Devil) that he is 
& righteous, and therefore he conceiveth an 
„ Opinion of Righteouſneſs, and preſum- 
& eth of his good Works and Merits: Such 
ea one God cannot otherwiſe mollify and 
„ humble, that he may acknowledge his 
« Miſery and Damnation, but by the Law: 

% For that is the Hammer of Death, the 
& Thundering of Hell, and Lightning of 
„ God's Wrath, that beateth to Powder 
e the obſtinate and ſenſeleſs Hypocrites. 
© Wheretore this is the proper and true 
“ Uſe of the Law, by Lightning, by Tem- 
« peſt, and by the Sound of the Trumpet 
(as in Mount Sizai) to terrify, and by 
% Thundering, to beat down and rent in 


ON 


8 


* 


« Pieces that Beaſt, which is called the 
« Opinion of Righteouſneſs. Therefore | 


faith God, by Feremiah the Prophet, Is 
* not my Word like a Hammer that breaketh 
& the Rock in Pieces*©? For as long as the 
Opinion of Righteouſneſs abideth in Man, 
“ ſo long there abideth alſo in him incompre— 
* henſibie Pride, Preſumption, Security, Ha- 
« tred of God, Contempt of his Grace and 
« Mercy, Ignorance of the Promiſes and of 


ho * Chritt. The Preaching of free Remil- 
„ fon 


„ 


© Jer, xxiii. 29, 
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fion of Sins, through Chriſt, cannot en- 
ter into the Heart of ſuch a one, neither 
can he feel any Taſte or Savour thereof : 

For that mighty Rock and adamant Wall, 

to wit, the Opinion of Righteouſneſs, 
wherewith the Heart is environed, doth 
reſiſt it. 

« As therefore the Opinion of Rights- 
ouſneſs is a great and an horrible Mon- 
ſter, a rebellious, obſtinate, and ſtiff-neck- 
ed Beaſt, fo, for the deſtroying and over- 
throwing thereof, God hath need of a 
mighty Hammer, that is to ſay, the Law, 
which then is in its proper Uſe and Of- 
fice, when it accuſetn and revealeth Sin 
after this Sort: Behold, thou haſt tranſ- 
greſſed all the Commandments of God, 

Sc. and ſo it ſtriketh a Terror into the 


Conſcience; ſo that it feeleth God to be 


offended and angry indeed, and itſelf to 
be guilty of eternal Death. Here the 
poor afflicted Sinner feeleth the intole- 
rable Burden of the Law, and is beaten 


down, even to Deſperation; fo that now, 


being oppreſſed with great Anguiſh and 
Terror, he deſireth Death, or elſe ſeeketh 
to deſtroy himſelf. Wherefore the Law 
is that Hammer, that Fire, that mighty 
ſtrong Wind, and that terrible East 


quake, renting the Mountains, and break- 
ing the Rocks, that is to ſay, the proud 


« and 


i 1 Kings Xix, 11-13. 
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and obſtinate Hypocrites. El; jah, not 


being able to abide theſe Terrors of the 
Law, which by theſe Things are ſigni— 
fied, covered his Face with his Mantle: 
Notwithſtanding, when the Tempeſt 
cealed, of which he was a Beholder, 
there came a ſoft and a gracious Wind, 
in the which the Lord was: But it be- 
hoved, that the Tempeſt of Fire, of 
Wind, and the Earthquake, ſhould paſs, 


before the Lord ſhould reveal himſelf in 


that gracious Wind. 

« This terrible Show and Majeſty, where- 
in God gave his Law on Mount Sizai, 
did repreſent the Uſe of the Law, There 
was in the People of ael, which came 
out of Egypt, a ſingular Holineſs : They 


gloried, and ſaid, We are the People of 
God, we will do all thoſe Things which 


the Lord our God hath commanded “. 
Moreover, Maſes did ſanctity the People, 
and bad them waſh their Garments, re- 


frain from their Wives, and prepare 


theraſelves againſt the Third Day: There 
was not one of them, but he was full of 
Holineſs : The Third Day, Moſes bring- 


eth the People out of their Tents to the 


Mountain, into the Sight of the Lord, 
that they might hear his Voice: What 


followed then? When the Children of 
(e Ijrael 


2 2 


»„ü— 


8 Exod. xix. 8. 
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e Jjrael did behold the horrible Sight of the 


C Mount ſmoaking and burning, the black 
* Clouds, and the Lightnings flaſhing up 


„ and dowa in this horrible Darkneſs, and 


&« heard the Sound of the Trumpet blow- 
e ing long, and waxing louder and louder ; 
“ and moreover, when they heard the 
“ Thunderings and Lightnings, they were 
“ afraid, and, ſtanding afar off, they ſaid 
« unto Moſes, We will do all Things wil- 
« lingly, ſo that the Lord ſpeak not unto 
&« us, leſt that we die, and this great Fire 
& conſume us: Teach thou us, and we will 


„ hearken unto thee *, I pray you, what 


“did their purifying, their Holineſs, their 
« white Garments, and refraining from 
« their Wives profit them? Nothing at all: 
% There was not one of them that could 
“ abide this Preſence of the Lord, in his 
« Majeſty and Glory; but all, being amaz- 
« ed and ſhaken with Terror, fled back, as 
« if they had been driven by the Devil: 
% For God is a conſuming Fire, in whoſe 
„Sight no Fleſh is able to ſtand®, So 
« when the Thundering, Lightening, Fire, 
& and he Hammer, which breaketh in 
« Pieces the Rocks, that is to ſay, the Law 
« of God, cometh ſuddenly upon i, reveal- 
ing unto ws our Sin, the Wrath and Judg- 
« ment of God, then the ſelf-lame Thing 

| « happeneth 


—_ __ — — 


b Exod. xx. 19. Deut, v. 23—27. 
1 Th. iv. 24. : 
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c happeneth unto us, at this Day, which 
« happened to the Jews ſtanding at the 
„ Foot of Mount Sinai. = 
& For the Law is a Glaſs, that ſhoweth 
« unto a Man, that he is a Sinner, guilty 
« of Death, and worthy of God's everlaſt- 
&« ing Wrath and Indignation: I is a Mi- 
c“ niſter of God, that preacheth the Way un- 
4 to Grace; for God is the God of the 
« Humble, the Miſerable, the Afflicted, 
« the Oppreſſed, and the Deſperate, and of 


< thoſe that are brought even to Nothing: 


« and his Nature is to exalt the Humble, 
<« to feed the Hungry, to give Sight to the 
« Blind, to comfort the Miſerable, the 
« Afflicted, the Bruiſed and Broken-hearted; 
« to juſtify Sinners, to quicken the Dead, 
ce and to ſave the very Deſperate and /elf- 
% condemned Sinner; for he is an Almighty 
4 Creator, making all Things of Nothing. 
« Wherefore the true Office of the Law is, 
&« to ſhow unto us our Sins, to make us 
4e guilty, to humble us, to kill us, and 
ce to bring us down to Hell, and finally to 


cc take from us, all Help, all Succour, all 


« Comfort: But yet altogether to this 
« End, that we may be juſtified, exalted, 
« quickened to Life, carried up into Hea- 
é ven, and obtain all good Things: There- 
c fore it doth not only kill, but it killeth 


« that we may live, 


_ ns There 
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« Here I admoniſh all ſuch as fear 
God, andeſpecially ſuch as ſhall become 
Teachers of others hereafter, that they 
diligently learn out of Paul, to underſtand 
the true and proper Uſe of the Law, 
which I fear, after our Time, will be 
trodden under Foot, and utterly aboliſn- 
ed by the Enemies of the Truth: For 
even now, while we are yet living, and 
employ all our Diligence, t6 ſet forth the 


Office and Uſe both of the Law and the 


Goſpel, there be very few, yea, even 
among thoſe which will be counted Chriſ- 
tians, and make a Profeſſion of the Goſ- 
pel with us, that underſtand theſe Things 
rightly, and as they ſhould do. What 
think ye then ſhall come to paſs, when 
we are dead and gone? For, even now, 
they are revolted from the pure Doctrine 
of the Goſpel, to Laws and Traditions 
and therefore they teach not Chriſt : 
They brag, and they ſwear, that they ſeek 
nothing elſe but the Glory of Chriſt, and 
the Salvation of their Brethren; apd that 
they teach the Word of God purely : 
But in very Deed they corrupt it, and 
wreſt it to another Senſe; ſo that they 
make it to ſound according to theix own 
Imagination. Therefore, underthe Name 
of Chriſt, they teach nothing elſe but 
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their own Dreams, Lies, and Deceit of their 
own Heart k. 

« The Law is a Light, which ſhoweth 
and revealeth, not the Grace of God, not 
Righteouſneſs and Lite, but Sin, Death, 
the Wrath and Judgment of God; for 
as in Mount Sinai the Thundering, | 
Lightening, the thick and Qark Cloud, 
the Hill ſmoaking and flaming, and all 


that terrible Show, did not rejoice nor 


quicken the Children of Iſrael, but ter- 
rified and aſtoniſhed them, and ſhowed 
how unable they were, with all their Pu- 
rity and Holineſs, to abide the Majeſty 
of God e to them out of the 
Cloud; even ſo the Law, when it is in 
its true Uſe, doth nothing elſe but re- 
veal Sin, engender Wrath, accuſe and 
terrify Men, ſo that it bringeth them to 
the very Brink of Deſperation. This 
is the proper Uſe of the Law, and here 
it hath an End, and it ought to go no 
further. 

« But then the Goſpel of the Grace of 
God is to take Place in the (Conſcience. 
As ſoon as the Law has done its Office, 
that is, when the Law has ript a Man 
up ſpiritually, as with a two-edged 


Sword, and drove him through, as it 
were, 
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* Jer, xxiii. 26, 
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were, the very Flames of Hell; and 
made him ſenſible what a damned hell- 
deſerving Sinner he is by Nature, then 
it has done its aN and what * 
intended it for.“ | 
I will only cite one more Parent as 


touching the Nature and Uſe of the S- 
ous Goſpel, and then I have done. 
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Fhe Goſpel is a Light which lighten- 
. quickeneth, comforteth, and raiſeth 
up fearful Conſciences: for it ſhoweth, 
that God, for Chriſt's Sake, is merciful 
unto Sinners; yea, and to fuch as are 
moſt unworthy, if they believe, that, by 
his Death, and that, through his Victory, 
the Bleſſing 1s freely given unto them; 
that is to ſay, Grace, Forgiveneſs of 
Sins, Righteouſneſs and everlaſting Life. 
Thus, putting a Difference between the 
Law and the Goſpel, we give to them 
both their own proper Uſe and Office: 
Of this Difference berween the. Law and 
the Goſpel, there is nothing to be found 
in the Books of the Monks, Canoniſts, 
Schoolmen; no, nor in the Books of the 
ancient Fathers. Auguſtine did ſome- 
what underſtand this Difference, and 
ſhowed it. Ferom and others knew 
it not. Briefly, there was wonderful 
Silence many Years, as touching this 


Difference, in all Schools and Churches; 


and this broug hr Mens Conliciences into 
F - « great 
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« great Danger. For, unleſs the Goſpel 
be plainly diſcerned from the Law, the 
true Chriſtian Doctrine cannot be kept 
ſound and uncorrupt. Contrariwiſe, if 
this Difference be well known, then is 
alſo the true Manner of Juſtification 
known, and then it is an eaſy Matter to 
diſcern Faith from Works, Chriſt from 
Moſes, and all politick Works. For all 
Things, without Chriſt, are the Miniſ- 
ters of Death, for the puniſhing of the 
Wicked. But the Kingdom of Chriſt is 
the Kingdom of Equity, Light, Grace, 
Remiſſion of Sins, Peace, Conlolation, 


ſaving Health, and everlaſting Life, into 


the which we are tranſlated i, by our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt; 20 whom be Glory, World 
without End.” Amen, and Amen. 


Col. i. 13. 
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LUTHER' HYMN, 
ro WHICH 1$ ADDED 


An Illuſtration, by Zimmermann. 


42 57 


10 


IS not too arduous an Eſſay | 
To tread reſolv'd the Goſpel Way; 
« The ſenſual Inſtin& to controul, 

« And warm with purer Fires the Soul. 


e Nature may raiſe her fleſhly Strife, 
* Reluctant to the heav'nly Lite, 

&« [oath in a Saviour's Death to ſhare;. 
« Her daily Croſs compelld to bear. 


* Burt Grace omnipotent at length | 1 
ce Shall arm the Saint with ſaving Strength; - 7 
«© Thro' the ſharp War with Aid attend, 
« And his long Conflict ſweetly end. 


—— 2 
— — 


e Act but the Infant's gentle Part; > 
« Give up to Love thy willing Heart: 
« No fondeſt Parent's melting Breaſt 

« Yearns like thy God's to make thee bleſt. 
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rt Taught its dear Mother ſoon to know, 

6; The tend'reſt Babe his Love can ſhow: 

, Bid baſhfol, ſervile Fear retire: 

* This Taſk no Labour will require. 


« The ſov'reign Father, good and kind, 
Wants but to have his Child reſign'd; 
«<< Wants but. thy.. vielded Heart—no more ! 
« With his rich Gifis of Grace to ſtore. 


He to thy Soul no Anguiſh brings, 

i From thine own ſtubborn Will it ſprings; 
« That Foe, but crucity (thy Bane!) 
+ Nought ſhalt thou Know of Frowns or 
i Pain. A 


« Shake from thy Soul, o'erwhelm'd, 


t depreſt, 
« Th' incumb'ring Load that galls her 
_* Reit; 


© That waſtes herStrength i in Bondage vain; 
00 cy Courage: break th? enſlaving Chain. 


_ „Let Faith exert its conqu*ring Pow'r; 
44 Say, in the tempted, trembling Hour, 
« My God! my Father! fave thy Son! 
40 'Tis heard, „ and all thy Fears are done, 


4 Vet, if more earneſt Plaints to raiſe, 
5 Thy God awhile his Aid delays ; 
is « Though 
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Tho? his kind Hand thou doſt not feel, 
Thy Grief let lenient Patience heal. 


« Or if Corruption's Strength prevail, | 
And oft thy Pilgrim-Footſteps fail; 


Pray for his Grace, with louder Cries 3 
So ſhalc thou cleans'd and ſtronger riſe. 


[ZIMMERMANN's Illuſtration. 
« The faſter Hold my Faith on Jeſus 


„% takes, 
His brighter Glory on my Spirit breaks; 
If then to Heav'n I lift exulting Hands, 
Love's ſtrongeſt Flame my raptur'd Soul 
« expands;  : - | 
Thee, Lord ! ſhe loves, —and would with 
« Zeal forego 


 AThouſand Worlds, Lov dear as thine, 


« to Know. mY 


&« If, haply, ſtill thy mental Shade, | 
Dark as the Midnight Gloom be made; 
On the ſure, faithtul Arm divine, 
Firm, let thy faſt'ning Truſt recline. 


. 6-"'T he gentleſt Sire, the beſt of F riends, 


40 
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To thee no Loſs, no Harm intends; 
Tho' toſt on a tempeſt*ous Main, 
No Wreck thy Veſſel ſhall ſuſtain. 


FF˙5˙5»—A5 Should 


\ (21386?) 
4 Should there remain of reſcuing Grace 
% No Glimpſe, no Footſtep left to trace; 
Hear thy Lord's Voice: Tis Jeſu's Will, 
66x Believe, thou poor dark Pilgrim, till. 


« Then, thy fad Night of Terrors paſt 
« (Tho' the dread Seaſon long may laſt) 
« Sweet Light ſhall, from the tranquil Skies, 
« Like a fair Dawn before thee r1e. 


« Then ſhall thy Faith's bright Grounds - 

© appear, 
c Thy Eyes ſhall view Salvation clear 
« Be hence encourag'd more, when try'd, 
$6 On the beſt Father to confide. 


« Ah! from thy Mind extirpate quite 
« The ſickly Films that cloud his Sight: 
« See! of how rich a Lot—how bleſt, 
The true Believer ſtands poſſeſt!“ 


[ZIMMERMANN's Illuſtration, 


« Looſe from hard Bonds, my God, a 
13 « Mind 
« In Chains, too faſt, too ſtraight confin'd: 
% I'm heal'd! ſer free! trom Sin made 
W cc pure | 
6 Thy Biood, my Chriſt, has wrought the 
Lon Cute 


« feel 
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« feel a Pow'r my Will control! 
40 Quench thy long Drought, my thirſty 
Soul! 
00 The living Fountain now I've found, 
„ Diffuſing balmy Streams around. — 


* 


«© Come, backward Soul! to God reſign, 
« Peace, his beſt Bleſſing, ſhall be thine 
3 Boldl) recumbent on his Care, 
« Caſt thy felt Burden only there.“ 


P. S. Before I conclude, I would juſt ob- 
ſerve to the Reader, I would, by no Means, 
be underſtood to ſet up my own Judgment, 
in Preference to others; but only to incul- 
cate thoſe Doctrines which are eſtabliſhed 
by the Church of Zngland, in her Articles, 
Homilies, &c and allo to preſs home to the 
Conſcience the Truths which I have expe- 
rienced in my own Soul. Knowing the Ter- 
ror of the Lord, we perſuade Men; for the 
Love of Chriſt conſtraineib us". I am well 
aware of being branded, tor writing thus, 
by the Name of Methodiſt; but he that ena- 
bles me to glory in Trivulations”, will ſurely 
make me willing to ſuffer Reproach, for hs 
Sake of Chriſt ®. And indeed it is no new 
Thing for the People of God to be nick- 
named by the World; for they have always, 
in 


— * 


K 


— 4 


= 2 Cor, v. 1 145 Rom. v. 3. 
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in all Ages, been uſed to follow their Sa- 


viour, through evil Report and good Reportv. 


The Word Methodift, ſome People ſay, ſig- 
nifies a Deceiver; now THEY are, in fact, 
Deceivers, who ſwear to preach the Doc. 
trines of the Reformation, (whether Church- 
men or Diſſenters, it matters not) but in 
their Sermons utterly deny the Truths of 
the ſame, and ſo deceive their Hearers with 
falſe Doctrine; hence it is no Wonder. if 
the Blind lead the Blind, that both fall into 
the Ditch*, But thoſe who are ſtigmatized 
by the World by the Name of Metbodrf *, 
(ſome of them ar leaſt) endeavour to live 
after a new Method, by letting their Mode- 
ration be known unto all Men, by ſerving the 
Lord in Newneſs of Spirit, and not in Oldneſs 
of the Letter; who having named ihe Name 
of Chriſt, are concerned to qepari from Ini- 
uity . 
l May God Almighty make you and I, my 
dear Reader, of the Number of ſuch Me- 
thodiſts, who love and fear him in Sincerity 
and Truth, and are zealous to maintain good 
Works. . 
P 2 Cor. vi. 8. 4 Luke vi. 39. 
By the Term Methodifts, is generally underſtood 
thoſe who are more ſerious, ſober, ſteady and devout 


in their Lives and Converſations, than their Neigh- 
bours: — The Lord of his infinite Mercy increaſe the 


Number of ſuch! | 
| * Phil.iv.g.  * Rom, vii. 6, Ch. xii, 11, 


2 Tim. ii. 19. A COPY 
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ON THE 


BENEFIT'S of FAITH in the SON of GOD. 


By Faith ye fland. 
HEN Health decays, and Pains FR" 
When Fears diſturb our inward Peace; 
When Death ſeems near, and Friends in vain 
Strive all they can to eaſe our Pain; 
When Life and Strength are in decline, 
And Fleſh, the World, and Satan join, c 
Our ſpiritual Joys to undermine; 
When Unbelief and Doubts orevail, 

And Hopes of pard'ning Mercy fall : 
Whence can our Souls true Comfort find? 
What can ſupport the troubled Mind ? 

What can remove our Doubts and Fear? 
But Faith in Jeſus ; this wil! chear 

The trembling @Qhriſtian, and ſuſtain 
His Spirits in "the greateſt Pain ; 

This on a precious Chriſt relies, 

The Chriſtian's Friend, who never dies 
This (when in exerciſe) will prove 

A ſovereign Cordial, to remove 

Thro' Grace the Power of Unbelief *, 
And yield the Soul a ſweet Relief: 

O pray then for this precious Faith, 
To credit what th' Almighty faith”? 
To fix your Truſt on Jeſu's Love, 

And antedate the Joys above +. 


THERON, Jvxion. 55 


*The real Chriſtian is often direQted by the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel to believe down Unbelicf, 
+ Heb, xi. 1. | 4 


DDS had 


I Letter from a Sbopkeeper in the Country to 
Bis Friend in Town, giving an Account of 
. the remarkable Converſion of a Young Man, 

and the Occafion of it. 


Dear SIR, 


Have little or no News to ſend you from this 

I Part of the Country, but of a very remarkable 

- Change which has lately taken place in our 

Friend W——— in Orchard-Street, in conſe- 

quence of a ethodift Parſon's coming down 

here, and preaching in a Barn, juſt out of our 

F Town. The Novelty of it excited many Per- , 

|  fons to go to hear him, and among the reſt Mr 

* W went, and, to our great Surprize, be- d 

came one of his Converts. To be ſure the Man 

did talk ſenſible enough ſometimes, (he was here 

about a Month er fix Weeks) and faid ſome: 

good Things, I own; but then he was not a re- 

"rare Clergyman, and appeared to be a. 

be an of no Learning at all * ; however, he did h 

not want for Hearers on a Sunday Evening, I b 

aſſure you, though they were not always ſo quiet 
and orderly as he could wiſn. 

Is heard him @:ace or twice myſelf, and ſome 

Things he ſaid 1 lik'd well enough, but other 

Things I did not. He talk'd too loud for me, — 

and my Wife could not bear him, becauſe he 1 


EE 
15 8 | | told 
* Human Learning is not neceſſary to make a true and ſucceſs- er 
ful Preacher of the Gofpel ; witneſs John Bunyan, Author of the 
Pilgrim's Progreſt 3 nor is it neceſſaty to be brought up and edu. aſe 


eated for the Miniſtry, in order to preach agreeable to the ſacred 44 
Scriptures: But evangelical Experience of divine Truths, and Grace. 
in the Heart are (if they may be ſo called) indiſpenſible Qualifica- 
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| tions in every. true Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, 
7 * x | 
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told the Women of their Dreſs ; that they took 


care to dreſs out their Bedies faſt enough, but 
too much neglected their Souls, and Was- very 
ſharp and ſatirical in his Remarks upag them: 
In ſhort, he ſpared nobody, neither gentle nor 
ſimple, rich nor poor, old nor young, but told 
us all we ſhould certainly be damn'd, if we did 
not repent and believe in Jeſus Chriſt. I believe 
he was a Whitfieldlite, as they call them; for he 
often mention'd Mr Mpitſield in his Sermons: 
Be this as t may, Mr W Vas ſo much tak- 
en with him after the ſecond Time of hearing 
him preach, that he afk'd him home to his 
Houſe, and he accordingly went twice or three 
Times, and Mr W ſeem'd much pleas'd 
with his Company and Converſation, and was 


very ſorry when he left our Part of the Country, 
th great Reſpect, even to 


and ſpeaks of him wi 
this Day. : 

Some People indeed think that Mr W 
has been a little touch'd in his Head ever ſince &, 
but this I cannot pretend to ſay ; however, this 
I'm certain of, he is ſo much altered in his Dreſs 


and Behaviour ſince this Affair, that you would : 


hardly know him; and he is become ſo grave and 
ſerious, that we often laugh at him, and tell him 
he will be a Parfon himſelf ſoon, we ſuppoſe, 
and get up and preach as well as the beft of them, 
Indeed I'm of opinion, there will be more Preach- 


ers than Hearers by and by: I'm for every Man's 


doing 


* 
-- 


® This is, and ever was, as well as ever will be the Caſe reſpecting 
thoſe who are converted from Sin to Holineſs ; the World, who 
know not God, will always account them Fools and mad, as Felix 
did Paul; but, bleſſed be God, be calls and accounts them on only 


wiſe amont Men. 


_ 
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| would be much better in every Reſpect. 


WTO WO ITE 


Win, 
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doing as he would be done by *, and keeping to 


that Employment he was brought up to; in 
ſhort, I think more practice and leſs preaching 


I remain, Dear Sir, 


_ — — 


* Morality, as it inculcates common Honeſty being the beſt Po- 
licy, is all the Religion Thouſands ſeek after, and poſſe ſs; but Ho- 
neſty with Men and Forget fulr eſs of God, is bad Policy indeed, and | 
will aſſuredly be found ſo at lait, | 


18 Bt. BS 
JUST PUBLISHED, 
Adorned with an elegant Frontiſpeice and a Map 


„ 
ROADS, COUNTIES, TOWNS, &c. 
| In the Ways to Heaven and Hell, 


WALKING AMUSEMENTS, 


In Proſe and V erſe; or, 
Trades and ol ber Objects Spiritualized, 


& 2 © 


Familiar, inſtructive, and entertaining Manner; 


Fer the Benefit of Chriſtians of all Denominations, 
By G. WRIGHT, Es g; 
Author of the RuRAL CHRISTIAN, &c. 


41-8 0, | 
4 Pint Letter from the Yeung Man to his Sifter ; 
O R, 

A \ Sevond Part to the Foor Man's Spiritual Iotruftor, 
Price 6d. 


